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English 495 
College Reading & Writing   
• 4 units 
• one-level below transfer 
• 4 essays, 3-4 pages each 
• 5 activities in Language 

Success Center per semester 

English 1A 
Composition 
• 3 units 
• transfer-level 
• 4 essays, 3-5 pages each 
• 3 activities in Language 

Success Center per semester 

English 1B 
Adv. Comp. & Critical Thinking 
• 3 units 
• transfer-level 
• 4 essays, 4-5 pages each 
• optional activities in Language 
Success Center 

Careful study and practice of critical 
thinking, reading, and expository writing 
techniques, using primarily nonfiction texts, 
and the frequent writing of compositions 
with the ultimate goal of writing essays 
using sources. Emphasizes study skills and 
prepares the student for English 1A and a 
variety of academic disciplines.  

Careful study and practice of expository and 
argumentative writing techniques and the 
frequent writing of compositions with the 
ultimate goal of a research project. A 
minimum of 6,000 written words is 
expected over the course of the term. 
Designed to prepare the student for 
satisfactory college writing. 

Using primarily non-fiction reading models, 
students emulate and incorporate various 
rhetorical strategies in the development of 
written analysis and researched 
argumentation. Focus on logical analysis 
(e.g., inductive and deductive reasoning) 
and effective reasoning, establishing 
credibility, and emotional appeals to 
develop persuasive arguments.  

You can expect to . . .  
• Read and analyze a variety of texts and in 

a variety of subjects. 
• Write essays with clear thesis statements. 
• Analyze academic reading and writing 

contexts (audience, purpose, tone, bias, 
inference, etc.). 

• Use critical thinking and reading strategies 
for non-fiction texts. 

• Develop and apply academic vocabulary. 
• Learn and use patterns of essay 

organization and development. 
• Apply the writing process. 
• Learn basic elements of the research 

process, MLA format, and sources. 
• Practice academic success strategies 

(notetaking, outlining, study skills, 
annotating, etc.). 

• Practice student success strategies (time 
management, mindset, notetaking, etc.) 

You can expect to . . .  
• Read critically and analyze a variety of 

texts and in a variety of subjects. 
• Write essays with complex thesis 

statements supported by evidence. 
• Write essays that deliberately connect 

audience and purpose in a variety of 
genres. 

• Develop critical thinking strategies 
through the primary use of a variety 
analytical, persuasive, argumentative 
essays. 

• Understand the relationship between 
audience, tone, and purpose. 

• Compose clear and specific thesis 
statements and develop theses into unified 
and complete essays. 	

• Find and incorporate relevant research 
materials into essays. 

• Produce proper style format for citation 
and documentation through research 
papers. 

You can expect to . . .  
• Support an argumentative thesis with 

persuasive evidence and reasoning. 
• Write essays that synthesize information to 

support analysis or argument. 
• Examine logical fallacies, rhetorical 

devices, advertising and propaganda, 
devices that distort and conceal meaning, 
and media influences.   

• Develop essays which approach critical 
thinking in increasingly complex ways by 
formulating a clear, arguable thesis 
statement. 

• Write organized, well-argued essays in 
support of a strong, complex thesis. 

• Support positions using different types of 
inductive and deductive arguments. 

• Produce proper style format for citation 
and documentation through research 
papers.  

 
 

Steps to Success for Students in Any English Course at Chaffey College 
 

o  Attend every class session and be on time. 

o  Connect with and help your classmates. 

o  Participate in class discussions. Listen carefully. Take notes. 

o  Ask questions, ask for help, and ask for clarification. 

o  Read and annotate the course syllabus, handouts, and all reading assignments. 

o  Complete the steps in the writing process as assigned by the instructor. 

o  Be creative in your thinking and writing. Have fun. Take chances. Learn from your mistakes. 

o  Think and act like a writer, not just a student. 

o  Visit the Language Success Center, Library, office hours (if available), and S.I. (if available) every week. 

o  Visit campus resources as needed: Campus Store, Center for Culture & Social Justice, DPS, EOPS, Financial Aid,  

Health Center, Wignall Museum of Contemporary Art. 


