
 
course description 
 Congratulations! You have made it to English 1A, one of the most important courses at Chaffey College. I 
am sure you are ready to tackle the various reading, writing, and research tasks ahead. After you have completed this 
journey, you will be ready for your future writing challenges because English 1A focuses on the analytical, 
argumentative writing skills needed for succeeding in college and beyond. You will develop these skills through 

extensive reading, class discussion, researching, writing, and other activities.  
In a general sense, this course involves the “careful study and practice of expository and argumentative 

writing techniques and the frequent writing of compositions with the ultimate goal of a research project. A minimum 
of 6,000 written words is expected over the course of the term. Three arranged hours of supplemental instruction in a 
Success Center that supports this course is required. Designed to prepare the student for satisfactory college writing” 

(source: Chaffey College catalog). 
In this particular section, the reading and writing assignments will focus on topics such as family history, 

social history, refugees, immigration, language, identity, and culture. Reading The Best We Could Do, a graphic-
novel memoir, will inspire your essays as you analyze your own experiences and the world around you. You will 
learn to read and think critically as you improve your writing skills; I will encourage you to think like, act like, and 

become a writer, not just a student in an English class. 
 
required textbooks & suggested materials 

o  Bui, Thi. The Best We Could Do. Abrams Books, 2018.  
[ISBN 978-1-4197-1878-6 / $18] * 

o  Writing Commons [online textbook, free, https://writingcommons.org] 

o  Purdue OWL [online resource, free, https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/] 
o  college-level dictionary 

o  notebook for taking notes 
o  folder for keeping handouts, drafts, essays, etc. 

o  stapler, Post-Its, index cards, highlighters  
o  online file storage or USB flash drive 
o  Chaffey email account [______@panther.chaffey.edu] ** 

 
  

ENGLISH 1A: Composition 
Professor Neil Watkins Spring 2019 

Chaffey College 

Section 04485  /  Tue. & Thurs. 8:00 – 9:20 a.m.  /  LA – 110 
Section 04487  /  Tue. & Thurs. 9:30 – 10:50 a.m.  /  LA – 110 

office:   LA – 112 
advice hours: MW 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
   TTh 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

email:  neil.watkins@chaffey.edu 
website: professorwatkins.wordpress.com 
phone: (909) 652-6952 

* The Best We Could Do  is also available as an e-book and on reserve in the library. 

** This email account is the only way that I or the college will contact you; it also gives you free access to Office 365. 
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attendance & participation  
Attending all class meetings is mandatory because your consistent, active participation will lead to your 

success in this course. Note that there are reading or writing assignments due at every class meeting, so make this 

class one of your top priorities in your busy schedule. Attendance + participation = greater chance of success! 
Arriving late, leaving early, or other inappropriate behavior disrupts your learning and that of your 

classmates. Please arrive on time to class, be ready to work, be attentive, respect your classmates, and behave 
politely; i.e., NO cell phones, texting, or unauthorized computer use during class (Facebook, YouTube, etc.). Please 
do not bring any food or drink into the classroom. Complete all of the reading assignments before coming to class 

and be prepared to answer questions and discuss the material.  

An absence means not attending class (or leaving early) for any reason; there are no “excused” absences. 
If you are absent, you will not receive points for any work due that day. 

After you are absent once or twice, I will email you or schedule a conference with you to help you get back 
on track in the class. You will fail the course if you stop attending and do not drop, so complete all paperwork or 
visit the Chaffey portal as necessary. Do your very best to pass this class now rather than repeating it. 

 
late-paper policy 

Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day noted on this syllabus. Please plan ahead. If you 
know you are going to be absent or if you are ill, have a friend or classmate bring your essay to me. I will not accept 
any assignments submitted by email.  

I generally discourage you from turning in late papers. However, I will allow one late essay (final draft 

only) per student per semester. You must turn in the late paper at the next class meeting.  
I do not allow make-up work or late papers for any other assignments, such as the Language Success 

Center requirements, Chaffey College event review, proposals, notes, outlines, rough drafts, peer review sessions, or 
the final exam. If you are absent when such assignments are due, you will not receive any points for them. 

 
plagiarism policy 

Plagiarism can be as limited as a sentence or as extensive as a whole paper. Because this course involves 

significant research elements, you must cite your sources properly. Do not copy, steal, or buy other people’s work or 
writing. You will receive zero points for any plagiarized work and may subsequently fail the course.  

“Violations of the Student Academic Integrity Code, including plagiarism at any stage of the writing 
process, will not be tolerated in Chaffey College English courses. Plagiarism is defined as the misrepresentation of 

the published ideas or words of another as one’s own; plagiarism also includes submitting work previously 
submitted for another class. At the discretion of the professor, plagiarism or other violations (including the 
submission of non-original material) may result in zero points for the assignment. Additionally, the professor may 
file a Student Academic Integrity Form documenting the violation and may seek other sanctions. The complete 

Student Academic Integrity Code appears in the Chaffey 

College Student Handbook” (source: English Department 
Guidelines). 
  

students’ advice 
“Never doubt yourself because you’ll be surprised 
with what you’re capable of!” 
 
“Really take advantage of advice hours – they’re 
there for a reason.” 
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student learning outcomes for English 1A 

Upon successful completion of this course (C or better), you will be able to 
• Write essays that deliberately connect audience and purpose in a variety of genres. 

• Support a complex thesis statement with sophisticated evidence. 
• Demonstrate proficiency in evaluating, integrating, and documenting sources. 
 
benefits of taking English 1A 

There are many reasons to take this course, but the main benefit is that your college writing and research 

skills will improve. In particular, by the end of this course, you will be able to 
• Read, discuss, and write about texts and the essays of peers in a thoughtful manner. 
• Find, evaluate, and incorporate textual evidence and research material into essays. 
• Apply the stages of the writing process (P-W-R: prepare, write, revise). 
• Understand and avoid plagiarism by using MLA format for papers and references. 

• Identify and correct grammatical or stylistic weaknesses in your writing. 
• Reflect thoughtfully on your progress as a writer and a student. 
 
assignments & requirements 

Language Success Center requirement (9%)  

 You will complete three supplemental learning activities (approx. three hours) in the Language Success 

Center (LSC) during the semester. Supplemental learning includes directed learning activities (DLAs), workshops, 
or learning groups; see the due dates listed on the course schedule. Meeting with a tutor for each essay is not 
included in these three activities. It is best to make an appointment before you visit the Language Success Center. 
Chaffey College event review (5%) 

 You will attend one Chaffey College event and write a two-page review of it.  
proposals / notes / outlines / works cited / drafts (26%) 

  You will bring a proposal, notes, outline, and rough draft to class for each essay. For two of the essays, 
you will also bring a rough version of the works cited page. All of these will be typed using MLA format. 
essays (50%) 

 You will write four essays (4-5 pages, typed); two will include sources from library research. The 
assignments will include narrative, analysis, comparison, classification, and argumentation. All rough drafts and 

final drafts must be typed using MLA format, and you will visit a Language Success Center tutor or my advice hours 
for each essay. Please keep all of your graded essays throughout the semester. 
final exam (10%) 

 The final will consist of an in-class essay related to the reading and writing assignments from the course.

how to become  

a writer: 

1. Read critically. 
2. Write creatively. 
3. Revise carefully. 

students’ advice 
“Take your writing process seriously, but also have fun with it. This will help improve it.” 
 
“Don't stay up late working on the papers till the last minute, and get as much sleep as possible 
to stay on track.” 
 
“Don’t leave anything till the last minute; if you do, you will see yourself drowning in horror.” 
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grades & points 

There are 100 points possible in this course: 

assignment points 
possible 

points 
earned 

LSC Requirement 1 3  

LSC Requirement 2 3  

LSC Requirement 3 3  

proposal for Essay 1 1  

interview questions for Essay 1 1  

interview notes for Essay 1 1  

outline for Essay 1 1  

rough draft of Essay 1 2  

Essay 1 10  

proposal for Essay 2 1  

reading notes for Essay 2 2  

outline for Essay 2 1  

rough draft of Essay 2 2  

Essay 2 10  

proposal for Essay 3 1  

reading notes for Essay 3 2  

outline for Essay 3 1  

rough works cited for Essay 3 1  

rough draft of Essay 3 2  

Essay 3 15  

proposal for Essay 4 1  

research notes for Essay 4 2  

outline for Essay 4 1  

rough works cited for Essay 4 1  

rough draft of Essay 4 2  

Essay 4 15  

Chaffey College event review  5  

Final Exam 10  

TOTAL 100      
 

Final course grades & points: 
 

A + = 97 – 100 points 

A = 93 – 96.5  

A – = 90 – 92.5  

B + = 87 – 89.5  

B = 83 – 86.5  

B – = 80 – 82.5  

C + = 77 – 79.5  

C = 70 – 76.5  

D + = 67 – 69.5  

D = 63 – 66.5  

D – = 60 – 62.5  

F = 0 – 59.5 points 

• passing = C or better (70+ pts.) 

 
• There are no extra credit points possible in 
this course. 
• If you do not turn in one of the major 
assignments, you will most likely fail the 

course. 
• You can calculate your grade at any point 
with this formula: points earned ÷ current 
points possible = current %. 

• Please email me or visit my advice hours 
at any point to discuss your current grade in 
the class. 

 
 

student’s advice 
“Do not slack off! 

Every assignment is worth points.  
Always turn something in.” 

 
 

 An important way to succeed in any course is to stay in touch with your classmates. Use this space to 
record the names (and phone or email) of two or three other students: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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course schedule 

• The semester schedule may be subject to change, but I will notify you in advance of any changes.  
• Complete all reading and writing assignments before coming to class on the due dates listed below. 

• Annotate, highlight, and take notes as you read The Best We Could Do and the online reading assignments. 
• Bring your textbook, your notebook, and your folder to class every day. 
 

week  Tuesday  Thursday 
1 Jan. 

15 

• introduction to course 

• syllabus 
• Essay 1 introduced 
 

Jan. 

17 

• syllabus quiz 

• Language Success Center orientation 
• LSC requirement introduced 
 

2 Jan. 

22 

• proposal for Essay 1 due  

• “Writing Processes Introduction” by Joe 
Moxley 

• “Types of Interview Questions” by Joe 
Moxley 

• the writing process 

• writing interview questions 
 

Jan. 

24 

• interview questions for Essay 1 due 

• “Types of Interviews” by Joe Moxley 
• “Create Effective Ambience” by Joe 

Moxley” 
• “Cartoonist Thi Bui Weaves Together 

Personal And Political History” by 

Mallory Yu 
• Jan. 28 = last day to add a class 
 

3 Jan. 

29 

• interview notes for Essay 1 due  

• “What Logical Plan Informs Your Paper’s 
Organization?” by Karen Langbehn 

• organizing ideas / outlining 
• Chaffey College Event Review introduced  
 

Jan. 

31 

• LSC Requirement 1 due 

• outline for Essay 1 due 
• “Professional Romance Novelists Can 

Write 3,000 Words a Day. Here’s How 
They Do It” by Thu-Huong Ha 

• writing process / providing details  

• Feb. 3 = last day to drop without a W 
 

4 Feb. 
5 

• rough draft of Essay 1 due 
• “Proofreading” by Christine Photinos 

• peer review 
• revising & editing 
 

Feb. 
7 

• Essay 1 workshop 
• bring revised rough draft of Essay 1 

5 Feb. 

12 

• Essay 1 due  

• The Best We Could Do introduced 
• What is a graphic-novel memoir? 
• Essay 2 introduced 
 

Feb. 

14 

• LSC Requirement 2 due 

• The Best We Could Do (1-41) 
• “Active Reading” by Brogan Sullivan 
• “How to Read Comics: A Beginner's 

Guide” by Hannah Berry 
• active reading & analyzing comics 
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week  Tuesday  Thursday 
6 Feb. 

19 

• proposal for Essay 2 due  

• The Best We Could Do (42-90) 
 
 

Feb. 

21 

• The Best We Could Do (91-130) 

• “How to Read a Comic Book: 
Appreciating the Story behind the Art” 
by Alex Abad-Santos 

 

7 Feb. 

26 

• reading notes for Essay 2 due 

• The Best We Could Do (131-172) 
• outlining Essay 2 
 

Feb.  

28 

• LSC Requirement 3 due 

• outline for Essay 2 due 
• “Writing about Comics and Graphic 

Novels” by Duke University Writing 
Studio 

• writing Essay 2 
 

8 March 
5 

• rough draft of Essay 2 due 
• peer review 
 

March 
7 

 

• Essay 2 workshop – bring rough draft 
• keep reading The Best We Could Do 
 

9 March 
12 

• Essay 2 due 
• mid-term reflection & attendance update 
• Essay 3 introduced 

March 
14 

• The Best We Could Do (173-210) 
• “Thi Bui, Author of The Best We Could 

Do, on Vietnamese Identity and Telling 
Her Parents’ Story” by Natalie Bui 

 

 March 
19 

• Spring Break 
• no classes / college closed 
 

March 
21 

• Spring Break 
• no classes / college closed 

10 March 
26 

• proposal for Essay 3 due 
• The Best We Could Do (211-262) 
• “An Illustrated Guide to Escaping the 

Vietnam War and Making It in America” 

by Maddie Oatman 
 

March 
28 

• The Best We Could Do (263-292) 
• “Life as a Refugee Is Explored in the 

Stunning Comics Memoir The Best We 
Could Do” by Abraham Riesman 

• reading & evaluating research articles 
 

11 April 
2 

• reading notes for Essay 3 due 
• The Best We Could Do (293-330) 
• outlining Essay 3 

• MLA format / works cited page 
 
 

April 
4 

• outline for Essay 3 due 
• rough works cited for Essay 3 due 
• “Avoiding Plagiarism” by Angela 

Edward-Mangione 
• paragraphs, drafting, quoting, citing 
 

12 April 

9 

• rough draft of Essay 3 due 

• peer review 
• April 9 = last day to drop with a W 
 

April 

11 

• Essay 3 workshop – bring rough draft 

• MLA Olympics 
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week  Tuesday  Thursday 
13 April 

16 

• Faculty Lecture Day 

• no classes 
 
 

April 

18 

• Essay 3 due  

• language & identity / code-switching 
• Essay 4 introduced 
 

14 April 
23 

• Chaffey Event Review due 
• library research (in-class workshop) 

• “Understanding Library Sources” by Amy 
Coughenour 

• finding & evaluating sources 
• language & identity / code-switching 

April 
25 

• proposal for Essay 4 due 
• “The Power of Slang” by Tom Dalzell 

• “The Case for Cursing” by Kristin Wong 
• “I Don’t ‘Code-Switch’ to Hide My 

Identity. I ‘Code-Switch’ to Celebrate It” 
by Vaidehi Mujumdar 

 

15 April 
30 

• research notes for Essay 4 due 
• works cited page 
• dividing, classifying, comparing 
• thesis statements / outlining Essay 4 

 

May 
2 

• outline for Essay 4 due 
• rough works cited for Essay 4 due 
• integrating research 
• writing Essay 4 

 

16 May 
7 

• rough draft of Essay 4 due 
• peer review 
 

May 
9 

• Essay 4 workshop – bring rough draft 
• Final Exam introduced 
 

17 May 
14 

• Essay 4 due 
• perfect attendance awards 
• review for Final Exam 
• course evaluations 

 

May 
16 
 

Section 04487 (TTh 9:30 am class) 
• Final Exam 
• Thursday, May 16 
• 8:45 – 11:15 a.m. 

 

18 May 
21 

 

Section 04485 (TTh 8 am class) 
• Final Exam 
• Tuesday, May 21 

• 8:45 – 11:15 a.m. 
 

  

finals week advice hours 

Thurs., May 16 / Mon., May 20 / Tue., May 21 / Wed., May 22  11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
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weekly planner 

• There are many reading and writing assignments in this course, so making and following a homework schedule 
will help you to succeed. You can use this chart to plan your various time commitments: 

 Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun. 
morning        

afternoon 

 

       

evening 

 

       

night 

 

       

students’ advice 
“Be consistent, creative, and unafraid of presenting new 
ideas when writing an essay.” 
 
“Make sure you take advantage of the help offered to you 
(tutoring, office hours, and workshops). Reread and reread 
each essay.” 
 
“GO TO ADVICE HOURS!!! This will definitely help 
improve your writing skills!” 
 
“Never give up, even if you consider yourself a terrible 
writer because you are not. If you take English and writing 
seriously, you will succeed. Always ask for help.” 

achievements 

o  read & annotate the syllabus 
o  buy The Best We Could Do ($18) 

o  make 1st LSC appointment 

o  complete all 3 LSC requirements  
o  visit advice hours 

o  visit advice hours 2x 
o  see a tutor for essay 

o  see a tutor for essay 2x 
o  be creative & take chances 

o  be on time to class every day 

o  participate in class discussions 
o  connect with & help your classmates 

o  read The Best We Could Do 
o  read selections from Writing Commons 

o  register for Summer 2019 classes 

o  register for Fall 2019 classes 
o  have perfect attendance (weeks 1 – 9)  

o  have perfect attendance (weeks 10 – 17) 
o  have perfect attendance (weeks 1 – 17) 

As your instructor, I pledge to you that there are no 
exceptions to the policies in this syllabus. Try your very 
best to succeed in this class, and I will definitely support 

you in your efforts. I look forward to a great semester of 
reading, discussing, writing, and learning. 

- Professor Watkins 



Watkins / English 1A / Spring 2019 9 

 

Student Success Centers 

Chaffey College has created Student Success Centers, which offer free tutorials, workshops, study groups, 
directed learning activities, and computers/resources to assist students 

• Rancho Language Success Center    BEB-101  (909) 652-6820 
Make appointments at https://chaffey.mywconline.com 

• Rancho Multi-Disciplinary Success Center    Library  (909) 652-6932 

• Rancho Math Success Center     Math-121  (909) 652-6452 
• Chino Success Center     CHMB-145 (909) 652-8150 
• Fontana Success Center     FNFC-122 (909) 652-7408 

Call each center or visit http://libguides.chaffey.edu/successcenters 

Center for Culture & 

Social Justice 

The CCSJ is a culturally conscious safe-
haven dedicated to cultivating socially 
responsive leaders. Located in AD-109, the 

center provides information and support to 
students who are undocumented, formerly 
incarcerated, LGBTQ, or any other students. 
(909) 652-6504 

Disability Programs & Services 

DPS serves students with  physical, learning, and 

psychological/psychiatric disabilities by providing 
accommodations based on the type of disability and verifying 
documentation. Services include academic counseling, disability 

related counseling and referral for community resources, test 
accommodations, tram services, adapted computer lab, assistive 
technology training, assessment, and equipment loan. 
(909) 652-6379. 

Transfer Center 

Located in SSA-120, 
Rancho Campus, the 

Transfer Center provides 
information and 
assistance for students 

applying to UCs, CSUs, 
and private colleges.  

(909) 652-6233

Veterans’ Resource Center 

Chaffey College’s Veterans’ Resource Center (VRC) is 
dedicated to assisting veterans and eligible family members 
in achieving their educational goals efficiently and without 

impediments. If you are a veteran or eligible family member, 
please contact the Veterans Resource Center at (909) 652-
6235 or vrc.staff@chaffey.edu for more information. The 

center is located in AD-125, Rancho. 
 

Student Health Services 

Student Health Services is dedicated to assisting 
students to achieve and maintain optimum physical, 

mental and emotional health. The center is 
committed to providing quality healthcare at a 
reasonable cost. All currently enrolled full and part-

time Chaffey College students may utilize the 
services of the Student Health Office:  
Rancho Campus, MACC-202, (909) 652-6331 
Chino Campus, CHMB-105, (909) 652-8190  

Honors Program 

The Honors program provides an intellectual and cultural community for students at Chaffey College. Program benefits include smaller 

classes, creative and challenging coursework, academic enrichment activities, and scholarships. Students also have opportunities to 
present research at scholarly conferences, build social responsibility through community service, and receive ongoing personalized 
academic advisement as well as support during the transfer process. Students who complete the Honors Program may take advantage of 

transfer agreements with prestigious institutions like UCLA. Visit www.chaffey.edu/honors. 

Career Center 

The Career Center helps 
Chaffey College students 

find meaningful careers 
by offering various 
services. The Career 

Center is located in 
MACC-203, Rancho 
Campus.  
(909) 652-6511  

 

Chaffey College Resources for Students 
Visit www.Chaffey.edu for additional information & resources. 


