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English	495	
College	Reading	&	Writing			
•	4	units	
•	one-level	below	transfer	
•	5	activities	in	Lang.	Success	
Center	per	semester	
•	4	essays,	3-4	pages	each	

English	1A	
Composition	
•	3	units	
•	transfer-level	
•	3	activities	in	Lang.	Success	
Center	per	semester	
•	4	essays,	3-5	pages	each	

English	1B	
Adv.	Comp.	&	Critical	Thinking	
•	3	units	
•	transfer-level	
•	no	required	activities	in	Lang.	
Success	Center	
•	4	essays,	4-5	pages	each	

Careful study and practice of critical 
thinking, reading, and expository writing 
techniques, using primarily nonfiction texts, 
and the frequent writing of compositions 
with the ultimate goal of writing essays 
using sources. Emphasizes study skills and 
prepares the student for English 1A and a 
variety of academic disciplines. Five hours 
of supplemental learning in a Success 
Center that supports this course are 
required. 

Careful study and practice of expository and 
argumentative writing techniques and the 
frequent writing of compositions with the 
ultimate goal of a research project. A 
minimum of 6,000 written words is 
expected over the course of the term. Three 
arranged hours of supplemental learning in a 
Success Center that supports this course is 
required. Designed to prepare the student 
for satisfactory college writing. 

Using primarily non-fiction reading models, 
students emulate and incorporate various 
rhetorical strategies in the development of 
written analysis and researched 
argumentation. Focus on logical analysis 
(e.g., inductive and deductive reasoning) 
and effective reasoning, establishing 
credibility, and emotional appeals to 
develop persuasive arguments. Course is 
writing intensive with a minimum 
production requirement of 6,000 words. 

SLOs		
• Read critically to analyze and evaluate a 
variety of nonfiction texts and in a variety of 
disciplines. 
• Write an essay with a clear thesis and 
documented sources. 
• Analyze the rhetorical features of texts. 

SLOs		
• Demonstrate proficiency in evaluating, 
integrating, and documenting sources. 
• Support a complex thesis statement with 
sophisticated evidence. 
• Write essays that deliberately connect 
audience and purpose in a variety of genres. 

SLOs		
• Demonstrate mastery in evaluating, 
integrating, and documenting sources. 
• Support an argumentative thesis with 
persuasive evidence and reasoning. 
• Write essays that synthesize information to 
support analysis or argument. 

course	topics	&	skills		
• Analyze academic reading and writing 
contexts (audience, purpose, tone, bias, 
inference, etc.). 
• Use critical thinking and reading strategies 
for non-fiction texts (comprehension, 
analysis, evaluation, synthesis). 
• Develop and apply academic vocabulary. 
• Learn and use patterns of essay 
organization and development (including 
exposition and argumentation).  
• Practice the elements of an effective 
academic essay (thesis, supporting evidence, 
coherence, etc.) 
• Apply the writing process. 
• Learn basic elements of the research 
process, MLA format, and the use of 
sources. 
• Practice academic success strategies 
(notetaking, outlining, study skills, 
annotating, etc.). 
• Practice student success strategies (time 
management, mindset, notetaking, etc.)  

course	topics	&	skills		
• Develop critical thinking strategies 
through the primary use of a variety 
analytical, persuasive, argumentative essays. 

§ • Arrange argumentative points in clear, 
effective prose.   

§ • Critique and apply the principles of unity 
and coherence in essays.   

§ • Develop and use the forms of exposition 
and argumentation.   

§ • Produce logical, coherent, unified essays 
with minimal errors in grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling.   

§ • Appraise the relationships between 
audience, tone, purpose, and levels of 
diction.   

§ • Compose clear and specific thesis 
statements and develop theses into unified 
and complete essays.   

§ • Choose relevant source material using the 
library and information technology 
resources.   

§ • Integrate source material into student 
writing to support assertions.   

§ • Produce proper style format for citation 
and documentation through research papers.  

§  

course	topics	&	skills		
• Examine logical fallacies, rhetorical 
devices, advertising and propaganda, 
devices that distort and conceal meaning, 
and media influences.   

§ • Develop essays which approach critical 
thinking in increasingly complex ways by 
formulating a clear, arguable thesis 
statement.   

§ • Write organized, well-argued essays in 
support of a strong, complex thesis. 

§ • Support positions using different types of 
inductive and deductive arguments.    

§ • Construct a progression of substantial 
compositions that advocate one's own ideas 
by providing support for a claim, refuting 
the position of opponents, and avoiding 
common fallacies.   

§ • Integrate and synthesize complex source 
material into student writing to support 
claims.   

§ • Produce proper style format for citation 
and documentation through research papers.  
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English	Department	–	Program-Level	SLOs	
In	any	English	course,	students	will	.	.	.	 English	495	 English	1A	 English	1B	 literature	 cr.	writing	

Understand the relationship between purpose 
and audience in a text. IP P PM PM PM 

Apply the elements of the reading process 
(prereading, active reading, reviewing, 
responding, etc.) to any reading assignment 
in the academic and professional spheres. 

IP P M M PM 

Apply the elements of the writing process 
(inventing, drafting, revising, editing, 
proofreading, etc.) to any writing assignment 
in the academic and professional spheres. 

IP P M PM M 

Respond critically to reading assignments 
using reflection, analysis, and synthesis. IP P PM M PM 

Reflect on and evaluate their own progress as 
readers, writers, and critical thinkers. IP P M PM PM 

 I = introduced / P = practiced / M = mastered 

 
Best	Practices	for	Teaching	Any	English	Course	

§ Follow the course outline of record and syllabus templates. Plan a clear semester schedule. 

§ Provide a paper copy of the syllabus and every essay prompt (face-to-face and hybrid courses). 

§ Integrate support services intentionally and actively (Language Success Center, Library, SI, etc.). 

§ Be human, and see your students as humans. Learn about your students’ hopes, struggles, goals, dreams. 

§ Create a community of learners weekly (not just during the first week). Learn students’ names quickly.  

§ Be clear and organized in your materials and your classroom instruction. 

§ Develop and follow a daily routine in class.  Consider using entrance / exit slips to check understanding. 

§ Use multiple modes in class. Vary group activities; randomize groups. Use students as role models. 

§ Integrate reading and writing skills, assess reading in multiple ways, and assign text-based essays. 

§ Make the reading and writing processes visible to students so that they practice them consistently. 

§ Teach grammar and mechanics in the context of the student’s own writing (“just-in-time” help). 

§ Give clear and useful feedback on essays. Consider using rubrics. Return work in a timely manner. 

§ Be fair and consistent in grading and enforcing policies; sometimes being fair means making an exception. 

§ Cheerlead and coach your students. Be patient, flexible, and compassionate. Be a “fiery red dot.” 

§ Have high standards and expectations but use encouragement rather fear to motivate students. 

§ Email or talk to students who miss class, so that they know you care about their progress / success. 

§ Bring your students’ worldview into the class. Connect assignments to other courses, careers, etc. 

§ Choose engaging, challenging readings by a diverse range of authors. Consider thematic units. 

§ Include Chaffey-specific materials: handbook, The Breeze, Chaffey Review, OBOC, events, Wignall. 


