
English 495 

Essay #1 - Describing a Person or Place 

We write reflective essays in order to discover and share our feelings about subjects from 

our past. Our writing may help us learn more about ourselves, and it may help our readers 

reconsider their own lives.  

Your task in Essay #1 is to convey a clear dominant impression of a meaningful person or 

place from your past. Use sensory details and at least one simile or metaphor to help you describe 

your subject with nuance while avoiding cliché. Use specific examples in order to show rather than 

tell. And make sure that you are describing a person or a place rather than narrating an event. 

 

Please bring one typed, complete copy of your rough draft to class on _______________ 

and two revised copies for peer critique on ______________. A further-revised copy of your essay 

is due on ________________, when we will be covering some basic grammar information. Your 

final draft is due on ______________.  

This final version of your essay (worth 20% of your semester grade) should be 2-3 pages 

long and should follow the guidelines for papers listed on page two of your syllabus.  

Please feel free to drop by my office hours (M 7:30-8 am, 12-12:30 pm, 4-5 pm; T 9-11 am; 

W 7:30-8 am, 12-12:30 pm) or email me (deckard.hodge@chaffey.edu) if you have any questions. 

Of course, you can also make an appointment with a Language Success Center tutor by registering 

at chaffey.mywconline.com. Have fun! 
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Educational	Autobiography	
	

Purpose		
With	this	essay	assignment,	you	will	have	the	opportunity	to	explore	your	educational	history	and	
practice	your	skills	in	developing	and	communicating	your	ideas	clearly	to	a	reader.	You	will	also	
practice	responding	to	other	people’s	arguments	in	your	own	writing.	
	
Supplemental	Sources	
Prior	to	writing	your	educational	autobiography,	you	will	read	and	watch:	

• Carol	Dweck,	“Brainology”	
• Angela	Duckworth,	“Grit”	(TED	Talk	Video)	

	
Background			
Many	researchers	have	wondered	what	leads	to	student	success.	Angela	Duckworth	attributes	
academic	success	to	“grit,”	while	Carol	Dweck	argues	that	success	largely	depends	on	people’s	
beliefs	about	their	effort	(or	mindset).	Think	about	your	own	educational	journey	and	how	these	
sources	provide	insight	into	your	experience	as	a	learner.	
	

Writing	Prompt	
	
In	this	essay,	you	will	tell	me	the	story	of	your	educational	history	–	both	the	positive	and	the	
negative	–	and	how	you	have	felt	about	yourself	as	a	learner	in	your	past	schooling.	You	will	then	
relate	these	experiences	to	what	we’ve	learned	about	mindset	and	grit.		
	
	
Writing	Checklist:	
Please	organize	your	essay	to	include	the	following:	

• An	introduction	that	pulls	the	reader	into	your	personal	story	and	introduces	your	journey.	
We’ll	talk	about	how	to	write	an	opening	hook	in	class.		

• A	thesis	(or	main	point)	that	expands	on	where	you	are	now	and	explains	your	overall	
educational	goals	for	the	future.	Why	are	you	on	this	educational	journey	at	Chaffey?	

• A	body	made	up	of	multiple	paragraphs	that	answer	the	following:	
o Describe	one	particularly	good	experience	you	had	in	your	past	education	and	tell	me	

about	why	it	was	positive.	(This	might	be	in	an	English	class	or	in	a	different	subject.)	
o Describe	one	particularly	bad	experience	you	had	in	your	previous	education	and	tell	

me	about	why	it	was	negative.	
o Discuss	how	concepts	like	“grit”	and	“growth	mindset”	presented	in	the	class	sources	

relate	to	your	educational	experiences.	What	mindset	do	you	think	you’ve	had	for	most	
of	your	schooling?	

• A	conclusion	that	closes	the	essay	by	emphasizing	your	educational	history	and	where	you	
plan	on	going	from	here.	What	do	you	want	to	get	out	of	this	particular	English	class?	Is	
there	anything	you’d	like	me	to	know	so	that	I	can	support	your	learning?		

	
Formatting	
This	essay	should	be	approximately	750	words	(or	3	pages).	The	draft	you	submit	must	be	typed,	
double-spaced,	and	follow	MLA	format.	(We	will	practice	formatting	in	class).		You	must	attach	all	
prewriting	done	for	the	assignment.		
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Essay	#3:	Good	or	Evil?	
Although	his	sentence	has	been	served,	in	Always	Outnumbered,	Always	
Outgunned,	Socrates	still	frequently	reflects	on	his	past.	At	times,	he	
appears	to	have	changed	his	ways,	but	at	others	Socrates	violence	and	
anger	seem	to	still	overcome	him.			

For	essay	2,	you	will	present	your	own	position	on	Socrates	character.	In	
a	well-structure	and	detailed	essay	(3-4	pgs.	5+	paragraphs),	clearly	state	
your	impression	of	Socrates	and	give	specific	examples	supporting	your	
reasoning.	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Essay	Checklist:	“Does	My	Essay	Have…?”	

□ An	introduction	that	that	includes	a	hook,	a	
transition	and	a	clear	thesis?	(Consider	
introducing	the	book,	the	author	&	Socrates.)	

□ A	thesis	statement	that	expresses	my	
position	and	forecasts	my	main	reasons	in	an	
order	that	matches	the	body	paragraphs?		

□ At	least	3	body	paragraphs	that	each	focus	
on	a	different	part	of	my	position?	

□ Clear	topic	sentences,	conclusion	sentences	
and	links	to	the	thesis	in	each	paragraph?	

□ Specific	and	examples	from	the	book	(quotes,	
summary	of	scenes/	action,	or	dialogue)	that	
support	my	topic	sentence	and	thesis?		

□ A	thoughtful	conclusion	(limited	summaries)?		

□ A	title	that	is	creative	and	informative?	

□ Well-edited	and	proofread	sentences?	

□ At	least	3	pages,	in	MLA	format	plus	a	works	
cited	page?	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Parts	of	the	Process	

_____Prewriting	(1%	of	your	final	grade):	

Complete	#1	on	a	separate	sheet	of	paper,	then	type	your	answers	to	questions	#2-4.	Typed	responses	
should	be	in	MLA	format	and	fill	an	entire	page	(double-spaced).		

1. Choose	any	prewriting	method	(see	Reflection	p.	93-103	or	your	notes	from	class	for	ideas).	Spend	at	
least	10	minutes	thinking	&	generating	ideas	about	your	topic.	Consider	the	following	questions	to	help	
you	get	started:	

- Has	Socrates	atoned	for	his	crimes?	Are	his	crimes	too	horrific	to	be	forgiven?	Can	someone	be	both	violent	
and	moral?	

- What	is	his	personality	like?	His	values?	Thoughts?	Actions?	What	does	that	say	about	him?		

- What	are	his	goals	and	motives?	How	does	he	achieve	these?	How	does	he	succeed?	How	does	he	fail?	

- Why	do	you	think	this?	What	chapters	or	moments	from	the	book	helped	you	answer	each	question?	

2. What	is	your	opinion	of	Socrates?	Why	do	you	think	this?What	specific	examples,	scenes,	&	quotes	
support	your	opinion?	(Be	specific!	Listing	is	ok.)	

3. How	have	you	started	this	essay?	What	will	your	next	step	be?	What	obstacles	might	you	face?	How	
will	you	overcome	these?		

	

	

	

Due	Dates	

Reading	Notes	2:		 Wednesday	9/14	

Prewriting	2:	 Monday	9/19	

Outline	2:	 Wednesday	9/21	

Rough	Draft	2:														Monday	9/26	

Final	Draft	2:	 Monday	10/3	

Not	sure	if	you’re	on	the	right	track	or	if	you	picked	an	appropriate	topic?		
Be	sure	to	submit	your	prewriting	and	your	outline	to	get	early	feedback!		
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_____Outline	(1%	of	your	final	grade):	

At	least	one	page	typed.	Please	include	a	thesis,	topic	sentences	for	each	body	paragraph	and	supporting	
details/	examples.	You	may	use	any	outline	format	you	feel	most	comfortable	with.	Check	out	Reflections	
(121-123)	or	Purdue	OWL	(online)	for	suggestions	and	samples.		

_____Rough	Draft	(2%	of	your	final	grade):	

Bring	in	two	printed	copies	of	you	essay	and	think	of	questions	for	your	peer	reviewer.		

(Not	sure	what	to	ask?	Check	out:	the	essay	checklist	above	or	your	grading	
rubric	for	ideas.	You	can	also	re-read	Reflections	p.	183-190	to	think	about	
elements	of	narrative	writing	you’d	like	to	include	or	improve.	Or	use	the	
questions	for	evaluating	narrative	essays	from	Reflections	p.	187-190,	194-
197.)		

_____Peer	Review	(2%	of	your	final	grade):	

Peer	reviews	will	take	place	in	class,	so	you	must	be	in	class	to	get	full	credit.	
Bring	in	two	printed	copies	of	you	essay	and	think	of	questions	for	your	peer	
reviewer.	

_____Final	Draft	(15%	of	your	final	grade=	1	and	½	letter	grades):	

Final	drafts	packets	include	the	following:	optional	tutor	slip	for	extra	credit,	final	draft,	rough	draft,	peer	
review	sheets	(completed	for	your	essay),	outline,	and	prewriting.	These	should	be	stapled	or	clipped	with	
your	final	draft	on	top.	Packets	will	be	collected	at	the	beginning	of	the	class	period.		

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Resources		

The	Language	Success	Center	

Writing	tutors	help	with	any	part	of	the	planning,	drafting	or	revising	process.	You	don’t	have	to	wait	till	
you	written	a	draft!	Make	an	appointment	(chaffey.mywconline.com)	or	go	to	BEB	101	(909-652-6820).	

Reflections	(Revisit	the	Following	Sections)	

Prewriting	(93)	&	Outlining	(121)	
Structure	of	an	Essay	(116)	
Thesis	Statements	(104-109)	

Paragraphs	(138-148)	
Organizing	(117-120,	125-126)	
Introductions	&	Conclusions	(97-102)		

Illustrations	(285-290)	
Sample	Essay	(314-316)	
Revising	(149)	&	Proofreading	(163)	

Always	Outnumbered,	Always	Outgunned	

Review	your	notes	and	parts	of	the	book	to	help	you	get	ideas	and	to	find	specific	quotes	and	examples.		

Online	Resources	

For	general	writing	questions,	go	to:	owl.english.purdue.edu/owl.	Or	check	out	my	class	website	for	copies	
of	handouts	from	class:	englishwithkimg.weebly.com		

Office	Hours	
I	am	always	happy	to	talk	with	you	about	your	writing	or	your	progress	in	class.	Feel	free	to	drop	by	my	
office	hours	(M	12:30-1:30	&	6-7,	or	TTH	11:00-12:00	&	3:30-4:00	in	LA	117).	If	those	times	don’t	work	for	
you,	please	make	an	appointment	to	meet	with	me	outside	my	office	hours,	or	email	me	at	
(kimberly.george@chaffey.edu).		

Did	you	complete	all	the	
homework	and	

classwork	assignments?		

Congrats!	You	just	
earned	6%	of	your	final	
grade!	That	is	equivalent	

to	½	a	letter	grade!	
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Essay	#4:	Exploring	Career	Pathways	
For	the	last	essay,	we	read	different	perspectives	on	what	

makes	people	successful,	and	you	argued	your	own	position	about	
what	helps	people	achieve	their	goals.	For	essay	4,	you	will	have	the	
chance	to	explore	the	opportunities	and	pathways	you	have	access	to	
as	college	students	using	an	inquiry	based	research	process.			

After	researching	a	career	or	major	you	are	interested	in,	you	
will	write	a	well-supported,	analytical	essay	(4-6	pages,	6+	
paragraphs),	that	introduces	how	you	selected	your	topic,	speculates	
about	your	career,	and	tests	your	assumptions	by	using	online	sources	
and	conducting	and	interview	explain	what	the	career	path	is	like.	
Finally,	you’ll	outline	a	plan	for	your	future	actions/pathway.		

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Essay	Checklist:	“Does	My	Essay	Have…?”	

□ A	title	that	is	creative	and	informative?	

□ An	introduction	section	that	includes	why	
you’ve	chosen	this	topic,	a	prediction	about	
your	career,	and	a	clear	outline	of	the	steps	
you’ll	take	in	your	research?	

□ A	hypothesis	paragraph	that	states	what	your	
current	assumptions	about	your	career	
choice?		

□ A	research	section	with	least	3	body	
paragraphs	that	explain	what	you	learned	
and	your	discovery	process?		

□ A	logical	organization	and	clear	transitions	
between	paragraphs?		

□ At	least	3	sources,	including	an	interview	of	
someone	who	has	knowledge	of	this	career	
or	field?	

□ Specific	details,	facts	and	examples	that	show	
what	you’ve	learned	about	the	career	and	the	
steps	to	breaking	into	this	career?			

□ An	insightful	reflection	section	that	compares	
what	you	thought	you	knew	to	what	you	
discovered	and	develops	a	plan	for	future	
action?		

□ Well-edited	and	proofread	sentences?	

□ At	least	4	pages,	in	MLA	format	plus	a	works	
cited	page	(3+	sources,	including	interview)?	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

																									Parts	of	the	Process	
_____Prewriting:	

Complete	#1	on	a	separate	sheet	of	paper,	then	type	your	answers	to	questions	
#2-4.	Typed	responses	should	be	one	page,	double-spaced	in	MLA	format.		

1. On	a	separate	sheet	of	paper,	spend	at	least	10	minutes	generating	ideas	
about	careers	you	are	interested	in.		

2. What	career	will	you	write	about?	Why	did	you	choose	this?	

3. As	of	right	now,	what	do	you	already	know	about	this	career?	What	do	you	imagine	this	career	will	be	
like?	What	do	you	imagine	the	pathway	to	this	career	will	be?	

4. What	questions	do	you	have	about	this	career?		

5. How	will	you	write	this	essay	(step-by-step)?	What	obstacles	do	you	foresee?	How	can	you	overcome	
these?	

	

	

Due	Dates	

Reading	Notes	4:		 Thursday	11/2	

Prewriting	4:	 Tuesday	11/7	

LSC	Stamp	5:		 Thursday	11/9	

Works	Cited	&	Notes:	 Tuesday	11/14	

Outline	4:	 Tuesday	11/14	

Rough	Draft	4:														Thursday	11/16	

Final	Draft	4:	 Tuesday	11/28	

Don’t	forget	to	get	
some	early	
feedback	by	
submitting	a	

prewrite	&	outline!	
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_____Outline:	

At	least	one	page	typed.	Please	include	a	thesis,	topic	sentences	for	each	body	paragraph	and	supporting	
details/	examples.	You	may	use	any	outline	format	you	feel	most	comfortable	with.	Check	out	Reflections	
(130-132)	or	Purdue	OWL	(online)	for	suggestions	and	samples.		

_____Works	Cited	Page	&	Interview	Notes:	

Find	a	person	who	has	experience	in	this	career	or	a	related	field.	Develop	5	questions	to	ask	this	person,	
and	take	good	notes	on	her/his	responses	(Typed,	one	page	minimum).	Then	type	the	works	cited	page	
entry	for	each	source	(3)	in	MLA	format.	See	class	notes,	Reflections	(623-634),	or	Purdue	OWL’s	“MLA	
Guide”	for	more	information.			

_____Rough	Draft:	

Rough	drafts	should	be	typed	in	MLA	format	(Times	New	Roman,	12	pt.	font,	double	spaced,	1	inch	
margins,	header).	Bring	in	two	printed	copies	of	you	essay	and	think	of	questions	for	your	reviewer.		

(Not	sure	what	to	ask	your	peer	reviewer?	Check	out	the	“Essay	Checklist,”	the	grading	rubric,	or	
Reflections	“Figure	18.3	Revising	an	Argument	Essay”	(568)	for	ideas.		

	_____Peer	Review:	

Peer	reviews	will	take	place	in	class,	so	you	must	be	in	class	to	get	full	credit.	Bring	in	two	printed	copies	of	
you	essay	and	think	of	questions	for	your	peer	reviewer.	

_____Final	Draft	(15%	of	your	final	grade):	

Final	drafts	packets	include	the	following	items	(in	order):		
(1)	optional	tutor	slip	for	extra	credit,	(2)	final	draft	and	works	cited	page,	(3)	rough	drafts,	(4)	
peer	review	sheet	(completed	by	your	peer	about	your	essay),	(5)	outline,	and	(6)	prewriting.		

Packets	should	be	stapled.	Please	double	check	that	your	final	draft	is	in	front	of	your	rough	draft.		
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Resources		
The	Language	Success	Center	

Writing	tutors	help	with	any	part	of	the	planning,	drafting	or	revising	process.	You	can	take	a	draft,	an	
outline,	prewriting,	or	even	just	your	essay	prompt.	Make	an	appointment	(chaffey.mywconline.com)	or	
head	down	to	BEB	101	(909-652-6820).	

Library	Reference	Desk		

At	the	reference	desk,	librarians	can	help	show	you	how	to	navigate	the	library	databases	or	the	
bookshelves.	Chat	features	are	also	available	at	http://libguides.chaffey.edu/library.	

The	Chaffey	College	Career	Center	

The	Career	Center	helps	Chaffey	College	students	find	meaningful	careers.	The	program	offers	career	
counseling,	career	assessments,	résumé	assistance,	interviewing	skills	preparation,	job	referrals,	student	
employment,	and	career	related	workshops.		The	Career	Center	is	located	on	the	Rancho	Cucamonga	
Campus	in	MACC-203.		Please	call	(909)	652-6511	for	more	information.	

SI	Sessions		
Attend	an	SI	session	to	work	with	Elaine	and	your	classmates	to	get	more	feedback	on	your	paper	and	
apply	concepts	from	class.	Sessions	are	on	T	&	Th	3-3:50	in	LI	105.	

Drop-In	Hours,	Email,	&	Appointments	
I	am	always	happy	to	talk	with	you	about	your	writing	or	your	progress	in	class.	Feel	free	to	drop	by	my	
office	hours	(Tuesday	6-7,	Wednesday	10:00-noon,	Thursday	noon-2	in	LA	117),	make	an	appointment	to	
meet	with	me	outside	my	office	hours,	or	send	me	an	email	(kimberly.george@chaffey.edu).		
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ENGL	495—Creative	Project	[25%	of	course	grade]	
	

	
1]	You	will	apply	what	you	have	written	about	this	semester	into	the	form	of	a	creative	project	[50	points].	
This	project	will	be	primarily	judged	on	the	student’s	ability	to	reflect	his/her	critical	interpretation	of	his/her	Essay	
#1	OR	Essay	#2	OR	Essay	#3	in	an	original	and	creative	manner.		
	
**On	the	day	the	project	is	due,	each	student	will	display	his/her	project	in	the	classroom	for	the	“art	walk,”	so	a	
portion	of	the	student’s	project	grade	[1/5th]	will	be	determined	by	one’s	peers.	

	
Possible	Ideas	for	a	creative	project:	
• poetry	[original	poem[s]	of	750+	words]	that	is	creatively	displayed	
• a	soundtrack	of	music	associated	with	Essay	#1	OR	Essay	#2	[choose	3-4	songs	that	are	relevant	to	a	chosen	theme]	
• an	artistic	interpretation	[e.g.,	painting,	drawing,	sculpture,	3D	art,	collage,	photography,	mixed-media,	scrapbook,	
new	book	cover,	etc.]	of	your	identity	based	on	Essay	#1;	or	of	a	chapter,	scene,	character	[or	multiple	characters],	
or	theme	associated	with	Essay	#2;	or	a	representation	of	your	career	based	on	Essay	#3	

• a	game	board	that	reflects	Essay	#1,	#2,	or	#3	
• NOT	to	include	certain	forms	of	digital	media	[for	example,	NO	PowerPoint	or	Prezi]	
• if	you	have	any	idea	for	a	creative	project	that	is	not	listed,	please	check	with	me	before	proceeding	

**No	matter	the	focus	for	the	project,	it	must	go	beyond	the	literal/obvious	to	explore	the	
figurative—viewer	needs	to	study	the	project	to	comprehend	its	meaning**	

VIEWER	MUST	READ	THE	ESSAY	TO	COMPREHEND	THE	PROJECT	
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
2]	You	will	also	compose	a	thesis-driven,	analysis	of	your	creative	project	[3	FULL	pages	in	length;	6+	
paragraphs]	[100	points].	This	paper	will	be	primarily	judged	on	the	student’s	ability	to	insightfully	analyze	his/her	
project,	going	beyond	the	“surface	level”	to	explore	meaning.	

IDENTIFYING	4	PARTS	OF	YOUR	PROJECT	TO	ANALYZE;	ONE	PART/ASPECT	PER	PARAGRAPH	
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Evaluation	Criteria	for	the	Analysis	Paper:	

• includes	a	scholarly	[OPTIONAL]	title,	engaging	introduction,	and	powerful	conclusion	
• a	clear,	concise	argumentative-based	thesis	statement	[“project	title”	+	artist’s	name	+	type	of	project	+	

theme/message]	
• each	body	paragraph	needs	a	clear	topic	sentence	that	clearly	announces	a	single	topic/focus	
• each	body	paragraph	includes	1-2	pieces	of	relevant	evidence	from	the	project	that	is	vividly	described		
• each	piece	of	evidence	is	critically	analyzed	[“break	it	down”]	to	prove	thesis	opinion	[PAGE	488]	
• paper	shows	a	critical	understanding	of	the	text	[either	the	novel	or	the	student’s	paper],	the	project,	and	literary	

devices	as	discussed	in	class—in	other	words,	show	EXPERTISE	on	your	project	in	your	paper	
• effective	organization	for	both	the	body	paragraphs	and	the	paper	
• establishes	and	maintains	a	consistent	“scholarly”	voice	that	reflects	the	author’s	thesis	and	the	paper’s	audience	[an	

academic	audience	of	one’s	peers	that	has	critically	studied	the	student’s	chosen	essay]	
• mature	and	effective	style:	the	paper	is	written	in	present	tense;	avoids	first	and	second	person	references;	includes	

a	variety	of	sentence	patterns;	effective	use	of	transitions	[2-3	transitions	per	paragraph],	etc.	
• follows	the	conventions	of	written	English	[i.e.,	free	of	repetitive	grammatical	errors]	
• follows	strict	MLA	policy	&	procedure	[double-spaced,	1”	margins,	the	proper	heading	and	header,	and	Times	

New	Roman,	12	point	font,	and	a	Work	Cited	page]	


