
Professor	Watkins	 English	1A	 Spring	2018	

Essay	1:	Truth	Be	Told	–	Family	Research	&	Narrative	
o  proposal (1 page, 1 pt.) due     Tuesday, January 16 

o  10+ interview questions (1 page, 1 pt.) due   Thursday, January 18 

o  interview responses / notes (2+ pages, 1 pt.) due   Tuesday, January 23 

o  outline (2+ pages, 1 pt.) due     Thursday, January 25 

o  rough draft (4+ pages, 2 pts.) due    Tuesday, January 30 

o  meet with a tutor or me by      Monday, February 5 

o  final draft (4+ pages, 10 pts.) due     Tuesday, February 6 

All of these must be typed using MLA format, except for the interview responses / notes (optional to type). 

Topic	 	
This semester’s textbook, The Book of Unknown Americans, focuses on two families’ struggles with 

immigration, education, and other challenges. The author successfully portrays the various characters by using 

memorable descriptions and realistic dialogue. In your essay, you too will portray the character of one of your 

family members or relatives. Interview your family member or relative (and maybe one other family member or 

close family friend), and write a descriptive, narrative essay (4+ pages, 6+ paragraphs). 

Possible topics include a turning point, military service, a journey, an obstacle overcome, a personal 

challenge, a difficult childhood / adolescence, an interesting event, an adventure, or a story of immigration. You 

might even focus on a moment or day that significantly changed that person’s life; you can also connect the person’s 

personal history to the broader social history. The event should have made a significant impact on him / her and 

might relate to the idea of the American dream. Include direct quotations from the people whom you interview in 

your essay; you should take notes and possibly record the interviews.  

Audience	&	Purpose	
 Assume that your reader is not familiar with your family’s story. The goal of your essay is to tell your 

family member’s story in an interesting way. 

Required	Reading 

• The Book of Unknown Americans (3-23) • selections from Writing Commons (linked on my website) 

Structure	&	Content	Checklist	
_____ Write an informative yet creative title for your essay; write an inventive hook as well. 

_____ Identify your family member in the introduction. 

_____ Make sure your narrative thesis statement previews your essay’s significance or theme. 

_____ Organize your supporting paragraphs carefully. Include clear topic sentences and transitions. 

_____ You must incorporate descriptive details and two quotes from your interview in every supporting paragraph. 

_____ You should add your own commentary or feelings also. 

_____ Write a strong conclusion that wraps up the essay. You should mention the effect of the story on you as well. 

_____ Edit and proofread your sentences so that they are as clear and correct as possible. 

_____ Include a properly formatted works cited page with the interviews listed. 

_____ Format your paper properly: double-spaced, one-inch margins, 12-point font such as Times New Roman. 
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Process – You must complete and submit all of the following with the final draft: 

____ typed final draft & works cited page    

____ tutoring receipt or my comments**    

____ typed rough draft(s) & works cited page    

____ peer review comments 

____ typed outline 

____ interview responses & notes 

____ typed interview questions    

____ typed proposal & any other prewriting notes 

** You must visit a tutor or my advice hours for this essay. 

• Bring your assignment sheet, notes, and draft with you when you see a tutor at the Language Success Center. 

• Please feel free to visit my advice hours (MW 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. & TTh 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.) or email me 

(neil.watkins@chaffey.edu) at any point in your writing process.  

 

 
Proposal	Questions – 1 page, typed, due Tuesday, January 16 

1. Whom do you plan to write about? Why have you chosen this family member? 

2. What do you already know about this person? What do you need to find about him or her? 

3. What do you want your reader to learn or understand from your essay? 

4. What obstacles or challenges might you face as you write? How will you overcome those? 

5. When & where will you write the essay? 

 

	

	
	

Students’	Advice	for	Essay	1	
 
“Follow the professor’s instructions, go to his website, and read his notes and the sample essays. They are really 
helpful.” 
 
“Don't procrastinate and start early. Take every step of the essays seriously. They really help when writing the 
rough draft and final essay. Don't be intimidated by the length of the essays. The proposals and outlines help 
break up the work to do so by the time you write the rough draft, you'll already know what to write.” 
 
“Pick someone who is convenient, and write a lot. It’s like writing a short story.” 
 
“Remember to write visually; descriptive details will give your essay dimension and a vivid sense that readers 
love.” 
 
“Do not be scared to let your emotions show in your work!” 
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ENGL	1A,	Summer	2018—Essay	#1:	“Advertising	in	American	Society”	
“Your	job	is	to	figure	out	exactly	what	each	word/image	is	doing	in	the	ad—what	each	

word/image	really	means,	not	what	the	advertise	want	you	to	think	it	means.”	--William	Lutz	

	 	 	

Purpose:	Choosing	ONE	print	advertisement	from	a	contemporary	popular	magazine	as	your	
primary	source,	construct	a	semiotic	analysis	in	which	you	examine	the	effect	[or	lack	thereof]	
of	the	advertisement	on	a	specific	target	audience.	[Make	sure	to	bring	the	chosen	
advertisement	with	you	to	class	every	day]		

Students	will	choose	3-4	criteria	for	their	semiotic	analysis;	possible	criteria	may	include	[but	
is	not	limited	to]	the	following:	technical	effects	such	as	close	ups,	editing,	special	effects,	
lighting,	product	placement/design,	slogan/text,	setting,	color	scheme,	etc.;	attention-getting	
hooks	such	as	“ideal”	images	of	beauty;	gender	roles	and	behaviors;	body	language	of	models;	
sexual	imagery	[or	“innuendo”];	emotional	transfer	[fear,	guilt,	fitting	in,	etc.];	“testimonials”	of	
experts/famous	people/common	people;	humor;	simple	or	exaggerated	solutions	for	a	complex	
problem	[“hyperbole”];	symbolism;	use	of	nostalgia;	cultural	emphasis;	use	of	fallacies,	etc.	

Audience:	A	“scholarly”	audience	that	has	critically	studied	and	analyzed	advertising	as	a	
medium	within	American	popular	culture;	in	other	words,	you	are	an	“expert”	sharing	your	
opinion	about	the	advertisement	and	its	affect	on	the	target	audience	with	other	“experts.”	

Due	Dates:	dates	for	prewriting	charts,	rough	draft	[**missing	peer	review	workshop	will	
result	in	a	10%	reduction	of	your	final	draft	grade],	revised	draft,	and	final	draft	are	listed	on	
the	course	schedule.		

Required	Format:	All	drafts	must	be	typed,	3	FULL	pages	in	length	[not	to	exceed	5	full	pages],	
and	follow	strict	MLA	guidelines	for	formatting	the	paper:	double-spaced,	1”	margins	on	the	
top,	bottom,	and	sides,	and	12	point,	Times	New	Roman	font.		As	well,	need	to	follow	correct	
MLA	policy	for	the	Work	Cited	page.	

Sample	MLA	Work	Cited	citation	for	an	advertisement:	
Title	or	description	of	advertisement.	Title	of	magazine,	date	of	publication,	page	number.		
	
Advertisement	for	Jim	Beam	Whiskey.	Rolling	Stone,	Mar.	2016,	p.28.		
	
Please	feel	free	to	stick	around	after	class,	drop	by	my	office	[M-TH,	7:00-7:45am	or	by	
appointment]	in	CHMB-212,	or	reach	me	by	email	[robert.nazar@chaffey.edu]	if	you	have	any	
questions	or	simply	wish	to	talk	about	the	writing	process.		This	essay	is	worth	15%	of	your	
semester	grade,	so	give	it	your	best	effort.		Good	luck!	
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Evaluation	Criteria:	
ü includes	a	catchy	title	that	hooks	the	reader’s	interest	
ü includes	an	engaging	introduction	that	successfully	guides	the	reader	to	the	thesis		
ü includes	a	clear,	concise	thesis	statement	that	could	include	the	following	in	any	order:	

advertisement	+	target	audience	+	chosen	criteria	+	your	opinion		
ü includes	3-4	appropriate	criteria	[“standards	of	judgment”]	to	both	the	advertisements	

and	the	chosen	target	audience	[need	a	mixture	of	BOTH	technical	effects	and	
attention-getting	hooks]	

ü includes	specific	examples/details	from	the	advertisement	as	supporting	evidence	for	
each	criterion	[“shows”	doesn’t	tell	by	including	descriptive	language	to	re-create	the	
images	of	the	advertisement	for	the	target	audience]	

ü includes	insightful	analysis	of	the	evidence	to	prove	the	thesis	[writer	needs	to	
constantly	ask	WHY	the	target	audience	would	or	would	not	be	persuaded	to	purchase	
the	product	based	on	the	chosen	criteria]	

ü reflects	organization	of	thoughts	with	the	reader	in	mind	[paper	and	paragraphs]	
ü essay	contains	a	consistently	persuasive	voice	that	persuade	the	scholarly	audience	to	

accept	your	opinion		
ü includes	a	strong,	forceful	conclusion		
ü 						utilization	of	critical	thinking	and	reasoning	skills	that	are	free	of	fallacies	
ü essay	reflects	a	mature	&	effective	style	[sentence	pattern	variety,	college-level	diction,	

2-3	appropriate	transitions	per	paragraph,	etc.]	
ü development	of	ideas	to	6+	paragraphs		
ü follows	the	conventions	of	written	English	[free	of	repetitive	grammatical	errors]	
ü essay	is	written	in	the	third	person	[no	1st	or	2nd	person	references]	
	
Final	thoughts:	
ü need	to	be	willing	to	critically	examine	the	advertisement	multiple	times	to	dissect	it	

effectively	[“go	beneath	the	water	line!”]	
ü apply	a	systematic	description	of	criterion	within	paragraph;	i.e.,	left	to	right,	top	to	bottom,	

background	to	foreground		
ü remember,	at	some	point	in	the	writing	process,	it	is	mandatory	for	each	student	to	either	visit	

me	in	my	office	OR	a	tutor	in	the	Success	Center	OR	attend	an	SI	Session	with	Kayla.		
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ENGL	1A—Essay	#2:	“Music’s	Influence	on	American	Society”	
“Music	is	always	a	commentary	on	society.”—Frank	Zappa	

 

   
 

Background:	As	there	are	many	reasons	for	listening	to	music,	so	there	are	many	ways	of	explaining	its	
popularity	and	studying	its	influence	within	the	fabric	of	contemporary	American	culture.		From	a	
sociological	perspective,	music	can	reflect,	define,	or	even	redefine	social	norms.	Artists	often	use	their	
music	as	a	forum	to	address	various	social	and	political	conditions	surrounding	them.	Through	this	
assignment,	you	will	gain	critical	insight	into	how	this	important	medium	(music)	shapes	or	does	not	shape	
the	social	attitudes	and	behaviors	of	the	listener.	
	
Purpose:		Using	3-4	songs	as	your	primary	sources,	as	well	as	2-3	secondary	sources	taken	from	the	
Chaffey	College	Database	[1	secondary	source	could	be	a	class	reading],	compose	a	college-level	essay	in	
which	you	insightfully	analyze	the	representation	of	one	contemporary	social	issue	or	problem	and	argue	
[take	a	stand]	the	influence	[or	lack	thereof]	of	the	songs’	messages	on	a	specific	“target”	audience.			
	

**No	more	than	two	students	per	social	issue**	
	
*If	you	would	like	to	explore	an	alternative	form	of	this	assignment,	check	with	me	before	proceeding*	

Audience:	A	“scholarly”	audience	that	has	critically	studied	and	analyzed	music	as	a	medium	within	
American	popular	culture;	in	other	words,	you	are	an	“expert”	sharing	your	opinion	about	music	and	its	
affect	with	other	“experts.”		

Due	Dates:	dates	for	prewriting	charts,	rough	draft	[**missing	peer	review	workshop	will	result	in	a	10%	
reduction	of	your	final	draft	grade],	and	final	draft	are	listed	on	the	course	schedule.		

Required	Format:	All	drafts	must	be	typed,	3	FULL	pages	in	length	[not	to	exceed	5	full	pages],	and	follow	
strict	MLA	policy	for	formatting	the	paper:	double-spaced,	1”	margins	on	the	top,	bottom,	and	sides,	and	12	
point,	Times	New	Roman	font.	As	well,	need	to	follow	correct	MLA	policy	for	in-text	citations	and	the	Works	
Cited	page.	

Questions	to	Ask	when	Conducting	a	Semiotic	Analysis	of	Song	Lyrics	
1. What	social	issue[s]	is/are	being	presented	within	the	song?	
2. What	is	the	song’s	message/purpose?	[be	sure	to	discuss	message	in	relation	to	the	chosen	social	issue]		
3. Who	is	the	target	audience?	[consider	age,	sex,	ethnicity,	and/or	“type”	of	person]	
4. How	would	you	describe	the	tone	of	the	song?	[be	sure	to	discuss	the	genre,	beat,	tempo,	the	speaker’s	

words,	the	use	of	musical	instruments,	etc.]	
5. How	does	the	song’s	message	affect	[or	NOT	affect]	the	chosen	target	audience?	
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Evaluation—Essays	will	be	evaluated	using	the	following	criteria:	
• utilization	of	critical	thinking	skills	to	develop	an	original	argument	on	the	chosen	topic;	
• locate,	gather,	and	skillfully	implement	3-4	primary	sources	[the	chosen	song	lyrics]	with	2-3	

secondary	sources	into	the	paper		
• compose	and	support	a	debatable	thesis	that	directly	responds	to	the	purpose	of	the	assignment;	
• includes	a	catchy	title,	engaging	introduction,	and	powerful	conclusion;	
• each	body	paragraph	includes	a	clear	topic	sentence,	relevant	evidence	from	the	primary	and	

secondary	sources,	and	insightful	analysis	from	the	student	author	to	support	the	thesis;	
• development	of	ideas	to	6+	paragraphs;	
• acute	audience	awareness:	paper	is	addressed	to	a	“scholarly”	audience		
• student’s	own	ideas,	not	the	sources,	control	the	paper;	
• paper	reflects	a	mature	and	effective	style	[sentence	pattern	variety,	college-level	diction,	

consistent	voice,	effective	transitions,	clear	organization	of	ideas,	etc.]	
• essay	is	free	of	repetitive	sentence-level	errors	in	grammar	and/or	punctuation	that	impede	the	

readability	of	paper	[written	in	third	person,	NO	first	or	second	person	references,	etc.]	
• follows	strict	MLA	policy	and	procedure	[in-text	citations,	Works	Cited	page,	formatting	of	essay,	etc.];	
• successful	completion	of	all	steps/stages	of	the	writing	process	
• need	to	critical	read/examine/study	the	song	lyrics	multiple	times	to	extract	deeper	meaning	
• paper	represents	a	clear	progression	of	the	student’s	writing	and	critical	thinking	skills	

	
Final	Thoughts:	
**A	semiotic	analysis	is	NOT	about	why	you	“like”	or	“don’t	like”	a	song,	or	what	is	the	“right”	or	“wrong”	
interpretation	of	the	lyrics,	it	is	about	what	you	can	PROVE	about	the	song	in	relation	to	your	claim	
	
**Your	interpretation	of	a	song’s	lyrics	is	VALID	as	long	as	you	can	support	it/prove	it	[lyrics	as	evidential	
support]	
	
**Ultimately,	your	3-4	chosen	songs	that	are	associated	with	your	social	issue	MUST	take	a	similar	stance	
towards	the	issue	
	
**	remember,	at	some	point	in	the	writing	process,	it	is	mandatory	for	each	student	to	either	visit	me	in	my	
office	OR	a	tutor	in	the	Success	Center	OR	attend	an	SI	Session	with	Kayla.		
	
**Please	feel	free	to	stick	around	after	class,	drop	by	my	office	[M-TH,	7:00-7:45am	or	by	appointment]	in	
CHMB-212,	or	reach	me	by	email	[robert.nazar@chaffey.edu]	if	you	have	any	questions	or	simply	wish	to	
talk	about	the	writing	process.		This	essay	is	worth	20%	of	your	semester	grade,	so	give	it	your	best	effort.		
Good	luck!	
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English 1A – Essay #3 – Analyzing Art 
 

 Visit the Wignall Museum (on Chaffey’s main campus) or another Southern 
California art museum (e.g. Norton Simon Museum in Pasadena).  You must 
view/observe this art piece in person – not via the internet .  Many works of art look 
drastically different in real life than via the web; for example, the famous painting “Mona 
Lisa” looks a lot smaller in person. 

  Select a painting, photograph, sculpture, or other piece of art that catches your 
interest.  Study the item carefully and give a detailed physical description of it 
(tips/guidelines are below).  Then explain the overall mood/feeling (dominant impression 
or i.e. thesis) this artwork evokes in you and why.  For example, does it make you feel 
peaceful?  Angry?  Sad?  Use the other senses besides sight (i.e. taste, touch, smell, 
sound).  You will have to use your imagination here.  For instance, what might the 
objects in this painting feel like to the touch?  What smells do you envision associated 
with this piece? You do not have to use all five senses – but at least three.  The reader 
wants to be able to picture this artwork as if he/she were seeing it for him/herself. 
 
Tips for analyzing art * 
 

1. Try to get a first impression of the piece.  For example, does it make you feel sad?  
Happy?  Angry? 

 
2. Look at any lines in the work.  Are they smooth and soft?  Are they dark, hard 

lines? 
 

3. Examine the colors.  How do these colors affect the mood of the artwork? 
 

4. Are there any symbols?  For example, a dove may represent peace. 
 

5. Notice the composition – objects, people… in the piece.  What are the objects 
like?  The people like?  How are the objects and/or people placed in relation to 
each other? 

 
6. What is the theme of the work?  The theme may include the message – what it is 

trying to tell you. 
 
Background on artist 
 

1. Write down the artist, title, date of piece. 
 
2. Where is the work located (e.g. Wignall Museum)? 
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Background on artist (cont.) 
 
 

3. Look for biographical information on the artist and social/historical contexts  
(if available).  Note – you do not necessarily need to address all the questions below – 
but some discussion of the context of the work of art may be helpful. 

 
-How well known is the artist? 
-How has his/her life story affected his/her art? (In both the literature and art 
worlds, a writer/artist’s life often influences his/her work) 
-When and where was the work of art made? 

            -What people, events, or other creative works influenced the artist? 
            -Does the work address a specific issue of the time? 
            -Does this piece follow a specific art movement (e.g. cubism)? 
 
 
*This material is modified from various online sources including ehow.com, Huntington 
Library, and www.lib.unc.edu. 
 
You do not need a Works Cited/ bibliography page.  However, do mention the name of 
any source in a short parenthetical reference each time you use a source.  Here are some 
examples:  (Jacobsen 14), (“Picasso’s Art”), or (Norton Simon Museum). 
 
As usual – you must include the in-class draft and peer-editing sheets to receive full 
credit on this assignment.  Failure to include one or more of these elements, will result in 
a one-letter grade deduction for this essay. 
 
Essay length – 3-4 pages 
 
**Also include either a photograph or sketch of the art piece and attach it to the end of 
your essay. 
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Narrative	Profile		
	

Purpose		
With	this	essay	assignment,	you	will	have	the	opportunity	to	explore	a	particular	career	
field	and	practice	your	skills	in	developing	and	communicating	your	ideas	clearly	to	a	
reader.	You	will	also	practice	interviewing	a	subject	and	incorporating	his/her	responses	
into	a	narrative	profile.		
	
Background			
A	significant	part	of	the	characters'	struggles	in	The	Book	of	Unknown	Americans	revolves	
around	work:	finding	work,	maintaining	a	steady	job,	and	the	struggle	to	provide	for	a	
family	when	resources	are	not	available	or	open	to	certain	individuals.	The	American	
Dream	rests	on	the	belief	that	hard	work	moves	people	up	the	socioeconomic	ladder,	but	it	
can	be	more	complicated	than	this.	For	the	first	part	of	our	class,	we'll	be	focusing	on	the	
concept	of	work	and	economic	mobility	by	realistically	examining	what	it	takes	to	make	a	
living	in	the	U.S.		
	
	
	

Writing	Prompt	
For	this	essay,	you	will	interview	a	U.S.	worker	employed	in	any	career	field.	This	could	be	
a	manager,	teacher,	police	officer,	Uber	driver,	engineer,	etc.	You	will	conduct	an	in-person	
interview	with	him/her	and	report	the	findings	of	your	interview	in	a	narrative	profile	
about	the	person	and	his/her	profession.	You	also	will	supplement	your	interviewee’s	story	
with	data	about	the	job.		
	
	
	
Interview	Checklist:	
You’ll	want	to	be	sure	to	answer	the	following	questions	on	your	interview.	You	may	need	
to	conduct	a	follow-up	for	info	or	clarification.	Interview	subjects	can	be	asked	about:		
	
- Their	work	industry	and	level	(white	vs.	blue	collar,	managerial	or	entry-level,	retail,	

service,	tech,	education,	etc)	
- Their	job	duties	and	responsibilities	(what	does	a	typical	day	in	their	life	entail?)	
- Their	perception	of	their	job	(Is	the	pay	commensurate	with	the	work?	Is	the	work	

satisfying?	Is	there	room	for	growth?)	
- Benefits	of	working	their	job	
- Most	difficult	aspects	of	the	job		
- Any	interesting	stories	from	the	job		
- Any	obstacles	holding	them	back	from	advancing	in	their	eyes?	(education,	age,	

language	skills,	documentation	status,	etc.)		
- Salary	and	benefits		
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Essay	Checklist:	
Please	organize	your	essay	to	include	the	following:	

• An	introduction	that	introduces	your	interviewee	and	makes	the	reader	want	to	
learn	more	about	him/her	and	the	job.	We’ll	talk	about	how	to	write	an	opening	
hook	in	class.		

• A	thesis	or	your	main	overall	impression	of	the	career	field	after	your	interview.	For	
this	assignment,	your	thesis	will	be	more	flexible	and	can	be	creative	in	nature.	We	
will	discuss	how	to	craft	a	profile	angle	in	class.	

• A	body	made	up	of	multiple	paragraphs	that	explore	your	chosen	subject’s	daily	
work	activities,	duties,	pros/cons	regarding	the	job,	required	training,	pay,	on-the-
job	anecdotes,	etc.		

• A	conclusion	that	restates	the	main	points	about	the	worker	you	interviewed	and	
includes	the	interviewee’s	plans	for	the	future.	You	might	provide	your	personal	
opinion	of	the	career	and	if	it	has	changed	since	interviewing	your	subject.		
	

Supplemental	Research		
• U.S.	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	(BLS.gov)	
• O*NET	OnLine	(onetonline.org)		
• Chaffey	Career	Center	(MACC-203				www.chaffey.edu/careercenter/)	
*Use	these	sources	to	provide	context	for	your	interview.	Do	the	interviewee’s	
experiences	match	up	with	national	data	on	the	job?		

	
Formatting	
This	essay	should	be	approximately	750-1,000	words	(or	3-4	pages).	The	draft	you	submit	
must	be	typed,	double-spaced,	and	follow	MLA	format.	(We	will	practice	formatting	in	
class).		You	must	attach	all	prewriting	done	for	the	assignment.		
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Essay	3:	Hear	My	Voice	–	Language	&	Identity	
o  proposal (1 page, 1 pt.) due     Tuesday, March 20 

o  research notes (2+ pages, 2 pts.) due    Thursday, March 22 

o  rough works cited page (1 page, 1pt.)    Tuesday, March 27 

o  outline (2+ pages, 1 pt.) due     Thursday, March 29 

o  rough draft (4+ pages, 2 pts.) due    Tuesday, April 3 

o  meet with a tutor or me by      Monday, April 9 

o  final draft (4+ pages, 15 pts.) due     Tuesday, April 10 

All of these must be typed using MLA format. 

Topic	
In The Book of Unknown Americans, Mayor explains how his father understands that different situations 

require different kinds of vocabulary: “To him, everything had its own language—the language of breakfast, the 

language of business, the language of politics . . . To him, I knew all the languages of English the way he did those 

of Spanish” (Henríquez 160-161). When Mayor helps his father buy a car they bond, but this event also highlights 

their different abilities in English and Spanish. In real life, people often use different types of language, 

abbreviations, jargon, slang, profanity, “Spanglish,” etc., depending on whom they are speaking or writing to.	
In this essay (4+ pages, 6+ paragraphs), you will analyze, categorize, and compare how you and the 

people around you (friends, family, teammates, workplace, hobby, subculture, etc.) use written and spoken 

language, such as slang, profanity, jargon, lingo, bilingualism, text-speak, emoji, abbreviations, GIFs, memes, etc. 

Analyze the purposes of these language types. To what extent does this language bring people together, exclude 

people, or express identity? Specifically, how are your identity and use of language connected? You must use 

personal examples from real life and 2+ different research articles.	
Audience	&	Purpose	
 Consider that your reader uses different types of specialized language than you. Your purpose is to analyze 

and explain your particular use of language as well as how that reflects or shapes your identity. 

Required	Reading	 
• your research   • articles & selections from Writing Commons linked on my website 

Research	Requirement	
You must include and analyze supporting examples from real life and at least two other sources, such as 

research articles, e-books, or website articles. Use the library’s electronic databases to find articles (i.e., Academic 

Search Complete, SocINDEX, Communications & Mass Media Complete, JSTOR). You may also use scholarly 

dictionaries as well as credible internet websites. You may even interview a friend or use Urban Dictionary.com 

(but these do not count as one of the two sources). 

Structure	&	Content	Checklist 
____ Write a creative, informative title for your essay; write an interesting, inventive hook as well. 

____ Your introduction should introduce the topic as well as any possible debates surrounding that topic. 

____ The thesis of your essay must state your position and preview your analysis specifically. 
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Structure	&	Content	Checklist	 	 cont. 

____ Use clear topic sentences and transitions to provide a structure for your essay. 

____ Organize the supporting paragraphs by category, comparison, or order of importance (emphatic order). 

____ You must quote and analyze at least two specific examples from real life in every supporting paragraph. 

____ You must also include one or two quotations from research in every supporting paragraph. 

____ Remember to ICE: introduce, cite, and explain each quotation, example, or paraphrase. 

____ Write a strong conclusion that summarizes and wraps up the entire essay. 

____ It is acceptable to use first-person (“I,” “my,” “we,” “us,” “our”). 

____ Use quotations marks around words when referring to them as words (e.g., “LOL” is a common abbreviation). 

____ Edit and proofread your sentences so that they are as clear and correct as possible. 

____ Include a properly formatted works cited page. 

____ Format your paper properly: double-spaced, one-inch margins, 12-point font such as Times New Roman. 

Process – You must complete and submit all of the following with the final draft (I will provide a folder): 

____ final draft & works cited page 

____ copies / printouts of all articles used in the paper [very important] - Write titles on copies. 

____ tutoring receipt or my comments**  ____ rough draft(s) 

____ peer review comments   ____ outline   

____ rough works cited page   ____ research notes     

____ proposal     ____ brainstorming, any other notes, etc. 

Do not plagiarize (copy, borrow, steal, or buy someone else’s writing); 

if you do, you will receive zero points for this assignment and possibly fail the course. 

 

** You must visit a tutor or my advice hours for this essay. 

• Bring your assignment sheet, notes, and draft with you when you see a tutor at 

the Language Success Center. 

• Please feel free to visit my advice hours (MW 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. & TTh 

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.) or email me (neil.watkins@chaffey.edu) at any point in 

your writing process.  

Proposal	Questions – 1 page, typed, due Tuesday, March 20 

1. What are some possible groups that you belong to that affect how you speak or 

write? How and why do those groups affect who you are? 

2. What are some possible examples of slang, jargon, text-speak, etc. that you 

might focus on?  

3. What do you want your reader to learn or understand from your essay? 

4. What obstacles or challenges might you face as you write? How will you 

overcome those? 

5. When & where will you write the essay? 

	 	

Students’	Advice	

“Try to start on your work early 

enough that you have a little time 

to ‘live’ with it. You’ll be amazed at 

the things you’ll see in your writing 

– things to rearrange and correct.” 

“Take more time to research. Start 

to research at the beginning; don’t 

wait till the last second.” 

“Always ICE your quotes!! It not 

only gives the reader a better 

understanding, but it helps you 

become more detailed to reach the 

page or information requirements.” 
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Essay	4:	Debating	the	American	Dream	
o  proposal (1 page, 1 pt.) due     Thursday, April 19 

o  research notes (1+ page, 2 pts.) due    Tuesday, April 24 

o  OBOC Event Review due    Tuesday, April 24  

o  rough works cited page (1 page, 1 pt.) due   Thursday, April 26 

o  outline (2+ pages, 1 pt.) due     Thursday, April 26 

o  rough draft (4+ pages, 2 pts.) due    Tuesday, May 1 

 o  optional conferences     Thursday, May 3 

o  meet with a tutor or me by      Monday, May 7 

o  final draft (4+ pages, 15 pts.) due     Tuesday, May 8 

All of these must be typed using MLA format. 

Topic	
Throughout this semester you have read, discussed, and written about the American dream, immigration, 

language, and identity in terms of your family, The Book of Unknown Americans, and your own life. Now, you will 

examine those topics through research, and debate those ideas in your writing. Choose one of the following 

debatable topics, and write a well-developed essay (4+ pages, 6+ paragraphs): 

(1)	the	American	Dream	 To what extent is the American dream still attainable or not? How and why? It is easier 

or harder to reach this goal than in previous generations? In what ways?	

(2)	Immigration	 	 How and why do immigrants, immigration, and refugees affect the United States, its 

people, culture, economy, politics, etc.? Is this impact positive, negative, or a combination?	

(3)	USA	2058	 	 How and why might the United States transform (or not) in the next few decades? Think 

about potential changes to the country’s people, culture, media, technology, economy, politics, etc. 	

Your thesis must state a clear position and your supporting reasons. You must use 3+ research articles and 

incorporate 2+ quotations from those articles in each supporting paragraph. 

Audience	&	Purpose 

Imagine that your readers do not agree with your position on the controversial topic, so you must use a 

range of evidence (facts, statistics, expert opinions, examples) and appeals (pathos, logos, ethos, kairos). Your 

purpose is to persuade your readers that your position is valid although you might not be able to change their 

opinion completely.  

Required	Reading	 
• your research   • articles & selections from Writing Commons linked on my website 

Research	Requirement	
No matter which topic you choose, you must include and analyze supporting evidence / quotations from at 

least three research articles. Include at least two research quotations in every supporting paragraph. 

Use the library’s electronic databases to find articles (Academic Search Complete, CQ Researcher, 

SocINDEX, JSTOR). You may also use credible, academic internet websites, such as newspapers and magazines. 
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Structure	&	Content	Checklist 
____ Write a creative, informative title for your essay; write an interesting, inventive hook as well. 

____ The introduction should identify the topic, debate, and potential controversy. 

____ The thesis of your essay must state your position and your supporting points / reasons. 

____ Use clear topic sentences and transitions to provide a structure for your essay. 

____ Incorporate logical reasons, analysis of examples, and research to support your thesis. 

____ Include at least two quotations from research in every supporting paragraph. 

____ Remember to ICE: introduce, cite, and explain each quotation, example, or paraphrase. 

____ Write a strong conclusion that summarizes the entire essay and includes a clear call-to-action. 

____ It is acceptable to use first-person (“I,” “my,” “we”) but not second-person (“you,” “your”). 

____ Edit and proofread your sentences so that they are as clear and correct as possible. 

____ Include a properly formatted works cited page. 

____ Format your paper properly: double-spaced, one-inch margins, 12-point font such as Times New Roman. 

Do not plagiarize (copy, borrow, steal, or buy someone else’s writing); 

if you do, you will receive zero points for this assignment and possibly fail the course. 

Process – You must complete and submit all of the following with the final draft (I will provide a folder): 

____ final draft & works cited page   ____ printouts of all articles used in the paper 

____ tutoring receipt or my comments**  ____ rough draft(s) 

____ peer review comments   ____ outline   

____ rough works cited page   ____ research notes 

____ proposal     ____ brainstorming, any other notes, etc. 

** You must visit a tutor or my advice hours for this essay. 

• Bring your assignment sheet, notes, and draft with you when you see a tutor at the Language Success Center. 

• Please feel free to visit my advice hours (MW 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. & TTh 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.) or email me 

(neil.watkins@chaffey.edu) at any point in your writing process.  

Proposal	Questions	–	 1 page, typed, 1 pt., due Thursday, April 19	
1. Which topic have you selected for this essay? Why did you choose that topic? 

2. What do you already know about the topic? What do you need to find out? 

3. What are some possible supporting reasons for your position?  

4. What are some possible arguments against your position? 

5. What type of research do you think you need to find? 

6. What obstacles or challenges might you face as you write? How will you overcome those? 

7. When & where will you write the essay? 

 

Research	Notes	–	2+ pages, typed, 2 pts., due Tuesday, April 24	
1. Find 4+ research articles that you can use in Essay 4. 

2. Print, read, and annotate the articles. Attach them to your typed responses to question 3. 

3. Find, type, and analyze at least two quotations from each article (8 quotations total).  


