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A Unified Nation: Immigrants and Their Effect on America 

The only thing that I have been hearing for the past year is the slogan “Make America 

Great Again” which is made to target both legal and illegal immigrants and show how 

“unwanted” they are. This saying has brought out false claims of why immigrants are bad for our 

country and why laws against them should be enforced. The truth is that the pros outweigh the 

cons of immigrants effect on the U.S. and most claims against them are not backed up by facts 

but by opinions. Immigrants play a crucial role in many aspects of our life and essentially are the 

backbone of this nation. “ Immigration is not undermining the American experiment; it is an 

integral part of it. We are a nation of immigrants. Successive waves of immigrants have kept our 

country demographically young, enriched our culture and added to our productive capacity as a 

nation, enhancing our influence in the world” (Griswold). America is the land of the free and is 

therefore seen as a safe place for immigrants which is why many have come to start their own 

life here. Although they make up around a fourth of our population, their presence is essential to 

us and they help influence us as people. Our culture is greatly influenced by the many cultures 

that immigrants bring from all around the world and they let us be diverse. Immigrants have 

contributed to our society by creating businesses and bringing productivity. A huge part of our 

economy is affected by immigrants who contribute to it through taxes and expenses they pay. 

Immigration is an essential part of who we are and without them we wouldn’t be the United 
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States. Our people, culture, society, and economy are positively affected by immigrants and 

would not be the same without them.  

Immigrants, although making up a fourth of our population, play a huge role in our lives.  

“In 2015, there were 43.3 million immigrants living  in the United States. That's 

13.5 percent of the total population. Of those, 69,920 were refugees . There were 

26,124 who were granted asylum. Immigrants live with 40.6 million 

American-born children  who are U.S. citizens. Those 81 million immigrants and 

their families make up 25 percent of all U.S. residents. Almost 75 percent are 

legal immigrants and their children” (Amadeo).  

Immigrants with families make up 25 percent of the U.S. population, around 13.5 percent for 

those without families. They are all spread throughout the nation, each paying taxes and 

purchasing items contributing to our society and in general making up a portion of our overall 

population. A common saying used to negatively portray immigrants is that they “steal our jobs” 

leaving others with nothing.  

“Contrary to popular myth, immigrants do not push Americans out of jobs. 

Immigrants tend to fill jobs that Americans cannot or will not fill, mostly at the 

high and low ends of the skill spectrum. Immigrants are disproportionately 

represented in such high-skilled fields as medicine, physics and computer science, 

but also in lower-skilled sectors such as hotels and restaurants, domestic service, 

construction and light manufacturing” (Griswold).  

Most immigrants work in areas that others aren’t willing to work in. A joke that I have heard is 

that immigrants don’t take your job, they take your teenage sons job. This is true since you 
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usually see immigrants work at minimum wage jobs or even under the table jobs in order to earn 

enough money for themselves or their family. Immigrants taking up the unwanted jobs helps 

others work in areas where they are needed. “Indeed, the experience of the last few decades 

suggests that immigration may actually have significant long-term benefits for the native-born, 

pushing them into higher-paying occupations and raising the overall pace of innovation and 

productivity growth” (“ The Effects of Immigration on the United States’ Economy”). 

Immigration positively impacts many people without them realizing it. Most don’t even consider 

certain jobs which opens up opportunities for those who are unable to work in higher-paying 

jobs. Immigrants are people and should be seen as such considering there’s a part of America 

that wants them out. Whether illegal or legal, immigrants impacts are positive and their presence 

here should be recognized.  

Immigration impacts not just our people but also our culture. When you think of culture 

you tend to think of those from your own family, one coming from your family's home country. 

Everyone has a different culture and they are all combined in the U.S due to the abundant 

amount of people from different races and backstories. ” Thanks to immigrants, America is able 

to increase its language capacity. Diversity of cultures also fosters diversity of thinking and 

overall tolerance, especially because immigrants mesh their cultural practices with American 

customs” ( Sreedhar). There are many languages spoken in America showing the amount of 

diversity that goes around. Being diverse allows us all to also get different points of views and 

different ideas letting us think differently. Immigrants come from all over the world meaning 

there are many cultures brought along that we are able to experience. “ It is these 12% who go to 

their home countries for vacation and tell their friends and families about what life is like in 
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America. This two-way traveling allows people from other nations to develop their own opinions 

of America as a nation. While the world is becoming highly more connected electronically, we 

forget the impact that basic storytelling and visiting can have” (Sreedhar). Those that are able to 

travel back to their home country tend to share their experiences in the U.S. and tell others what 

life is like. I know that when I went to Mexico many relatives would ask about what life was life 

for me and how it was living in America compared to Mexico. People are curious and traveling 

spreads knowledge of different countries and cultures. American customs are born through 

different interpretations and are meshed with various different cultures. Immigrants let us 

experience these things and impact us with diversity. 

Our society as a whole would be different without immigrants. Some businesses would 

cease to exist if it wasn't for them. “For every 10,000 immigrants to the U.S., about 62 will start 

a business -- more than double the rate for the native-born” (Ivanova). More immigrants will 

start a business than those native-born. This is a great impact on our society since there will be 

more stores and items that we will be able to purchase and all that money spent will positively 

affect us. Also, many popular companies, like Google, were founded by immigrants. 

“Immigrants also bring a wave of talent and ingenuity, accounting for a disproportionate share of 

workers in the fields most closely tied with innovation. A 2011 survey of the top fifty venture 

capital funded companies found that half had at least one immigrant founder and three quarters 

had immigrants in top management or research positions” (“ The Effects of Immigration on the 

United States’ Economy”).  Many immigrants run top companies and have founded half of the 

top fifty venture capital companies. Their impact on our businesses is extremely great and 

positive and thanks to them we are able to have a lot of opportunities.  
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“Silicon Valley and other high-tech sectors would cease to function if we 

foolishly were to close our borders to skilled and educated immigrants. These 

immigrants represent human capital that can make our entire economy more 

productive. Immigrants have developed new products, such as the Java computer 

language, that have created employment opportunities for millions of Americans” 

(Davidson).  

Wanting immigrants to no longer come to America would mean that our society and economy 

would suffer and be less productive. They have created many products which have led to many 

opportunities for us. Immigration has positively impacted the way we create and think as a 

whole.  

The biggest thing that immigrants have impacted beside our society is our economy. 

Them being here means that they purchase items and pay taxes, each positively affecting our 

economy. 

 “Stephen Goss, chief actuary for the Social Security Administration, told me that 

undocumented workers contribute about $15 billion a year to Social Security 

through payroll taxes. They only take out $1 billion (very few undocumented 

workers are eligible to receive benefits). Over the years, undocumented workers 

have contributed up to $300 billion, or nearly 10 percent, of the $2.7 trillion 

Social Security Trust Fund” (Davidson).  

Many think that immigrants, mainly illegal, don’t pay any taxes and live here for free. Illegal 

immigrants do in fact pay taxes and contribute around $15 billion a year. Many are also unable to 

take out benefits so they pay more than they take. Even though the term “illegal immigrants” 
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sounds bad, their impact is positive. In general immigrants impact on our economy is positive 

and them being here means their money integrates itself in our economy. 

“Nearly all economists, of all political persuasions, agree that immigrants — 

those here legally or not — benefit the overall economy. ‘That is not 

controversial,’ Heidi Shierholz, an economist at the Economic Policy Institute, 

told me. Shierholz also said that ‘there is a consensus that, on average, the 

incomes of families in this country are increased by a small, but clearly positive 

amount, because of immigration’” (Davidson).  

When people claim that immigrants are not good for the economy that means that they’re just 

saying that as an opinion since that claim is not backed up by facts. Immigration is proven to 

help our economy for the better, positively increasing families incomes. Without a doubt, 

immigration helps us a whole and without them our economy would suffer and would not be the 

same. 

America has always been a country full of immigrants. Everyone has a different ethnic 

background and without such diversity we wouldn’t be who we are. Even though there has been 

so much hate and anger towards immigrants, many forget that if we are being truthful, everyone 

is an immigrant. The only true natives are Native-Americans and they were pushed aside and 

slaughtered. “Let us not forget that this nation is entirely a nation of immigrants; unless you are 

Native American or can trace your history to pre colonial times, your ancestors came to this 

country for the same reason millions continue to do so: to enjoy rights, a decent education, and a 

better life for themselves and their children.” (Sreedhar). My parents immigrated in search of a 

better life for both them and their kids. Seeing first-hand what they have gone through as 
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immigrants in America I understand how hard it can be, especially with false claims being 

spread. They have worked hard and contributed a lot to this country, paying taxes and abiding by 

the rules.  People should be more open-minded and look at the facts that immigrants are people 

with hopes and dreams just like everyone else. America started because of colonization and 

people immigrating here, eventually forming who we are today. Immigrants shouldn’t be 

outcasted since they all came here for one reason or another. They positively impact our nation 

and make us who we are. Their presence greatly impacts our people, culture, society, and 

economy. We are great because of them.   
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