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You’ve Got Your Art in My English Class: 

Integrating the Wignall Museum into Your Courses 

Neil Watkins 

Wednesday, April 20, 3:30 – 4:00 pm 

The Wignall Museum of Contemporary Art provides a unique opportunity for students to 

enter a living lab where contemporary art, social issues, and critical thinking meet. From 

explorations of race and gender to the politics of food production and the prison-industrial 

complex, the photography, paintings, videos, and sculptures of the Wignall Museum of 

Contemporary Art challenge students to analyze themselves and the world around them more 

critically. For students in any class, but writing courses in particular, the museum offers a wide 

range of visual texts to analyze and even debate. This presentation will provide practical advice 

on planning your class visit, developing writing assignments, and the benefits to students. 

 
Introduction          

• Clip from Question Bridge: Black Males 

• Who has visited? By yourself? With class? Assignments? 

 
Process           

• Preview 2016-2017 schedule. 

• Build Wignall visit & assignment into syllabus. 

• Schedule visit with Rebecca & Roman. 

• Prep students & give assignment. 

• Day one – brief visit 

• Day two – whole class visit – “scavenger hunt” 

• Day three – discuss in class 

• Students should return on their own in order to complete the assignment.  

 

https://professorwatkins.wordpress.com/wignall7workshop/!
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Sample Assignments & Ask Art Tool Kits        

• I do these assignments in English 1B: Adv. Comp. & Critical Thinking, but visiting the 

Wignall Museum could work well in any course. 

• Diverse, recent topics include race, prison culture, food, sentimentality, & globalism. 

• I have posted my assignment sheets as well as previous Ask Art tool kits. 

• These assignments ask students to analyze art, integrate research, synthesize ideas, etc. 

• You can even have students create & analyze an artwork that fits the exhibition. 

 
What Would You Do?        

• Brainstorm 3 or 4 ways to integrate the Wignall Museum into your class: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Benefits to Students         

• visiting an art museum for the first time in their lives 

• making curricular connections: art, science, politics, sociology, culture, writing 

• developing visual literacy & critical thinking skills 

• getting inspired as artists, writers, scientists, creators to see their world with new eyes 
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No Human Being is Illegal:  Posters on the Myths & Realities of the Immigrant 
Experience  
P o s t e r s  o n  t h e  M y t h s  a n d  R e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  I m m i g r a n t  
E x p e r i e n c e   
From the collection of The Center for the Study of Political Graphics 
September 6 – November 19, 2016  
Reception September 14, 1230-2pm, Wignall Museum Patio 

Give me your tired, your poor; Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free … There is an enormous 
disparity between Emma Lazarus' eloquent promise on the Statue of Liberty and ongoing attacks against 
immigrants. From the Irish and Chinese who came in the nineteenth century to the Mexicans and Middle Easterners 
arriving now, discrimination based on race, class, language, and culture has unfortunately been consistent. Whether 
the reason for migration is to escape war, seek asylum from persecution, or pursue better economic opportunities, 
leaving one’s family, friends, and home is never easy. These posters document diverse efforts to make immigrants’ 
reality closer to their hopes and dreams.   
  Five decades of powerful graphics use public spaces to organize and educate. They remind us to reflect 
upon our immigrant heritage, and challenge us to bring the immigrant experience closer to the promise on the Statue 
of Liberty This exhibition is about discrimination and prejudice, but it is also about hope, commitment, and 
determination.  The posters record struggles but they also record victories, and the ability of people to successfully 
organize for change.   
  The Center for the Study of Political Graphics (CSPG) is an educational and research archive that 
collects, preserves and exhibits graphics of social change.  With more than 85,000 political posters, CSPG includes 
the largest collection of post-World War II human rights and protest posters in the U.S.  Through traveling 
exhibitions, workshops and publications, CSPG is reclaiming the power of art to educate and inspire people to 
action.  
 
Man Up! 
Curated by Roman Stollenwerk 
January 9 – March 11, 2017 
 
Student Invitational 
April 10 – May 11, 2017 
Reception for the artists on April 11from 4-6pm 
Panel discussion with the artists on April 26, 1230-2pm 

Chaffey College and the Wignall Museum of Contemporary Art proudly present Student Invitational 2017. 
This year marks the 40th anniversary of this juried exhibition, featuring Chaffey College student artists. In this 
rigorous program, the selected artists work closely with faculty, the museum curators, and other art professionals to 
create a new body of work, culminating in a professional quality group exhibition at the Wignall Museum of 
Contemporary Art. 

 
Student Expo 
June 5 – 22, 2017 

Chaffey College and the Wignall Museum of Contemporary Art proudly present Student Expo 
2017.  This annual student exhibition features a selection of the year’s best student work from art and 
photography classes during the academic year 2016-2017. 



Professor'Watkins' English'1B' Fall'2014'

Essay%3:%Art%+%Writing%+%Science%=%The%Power%of%Visual%Arguments 
Wignall'Museum'Visit    • Wednesday, October 8  

Bring this paper and the assignment sheet with you. Take notes, answer these questions, and complete these 

activities during our class visit. We will discuss your answers in class on Monday, October 13. You will need to 

revisit the museum to complete Essay 3. 

Scavenger'Hunt'

Find these images / items / artworks in the exhibition: 

 

! recipe for yogurt 

 

! Frau Fiber 

 

! table for two + pollution 

 

! table for two (human + animal) 

 

! Tetris-like blocks 

 

! replica of a broom 

 

! germs on a plate 

 

! worms in a mansion 

 

! visual essay on foraging 

 

Q'&'A'

Answer these questions from the Wignall visitor’s guide: 

 

! Which artworks in the exhibition are most 

 memorable to you? Why? 

 

 

 

!  Many of the works use recycled materials in 

 their work. Why is this important and why 

 did the artist choose to use these materials? 

 

 

 

! Some of the artists in the exhibition utilize a 

 certain playfulness and humor in their 

 work. Identify a work that employs humor. 

Reporter'for'a'Day'

Interview 2 or 3 classmates about the exhibition.  

Write their responses here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sketch'–'O'–'Rama'

Draw a picture, diagram, or sketch inspired by the 

exhibition: 

 


