
Wanyama 1 

 

Ruth Wanyama 

Professor Watkins 

English 1A 

December 8, 2015 

Prioritizing the Priority of an Abode 

It is surprising how nature doesn’t know whether you are a king or a beggar, it doesn’t 

matter who you are or what you do, the truth is that you cannot survive more than a few days in 

sub-zero temperatures even if you had food to eat but had no shelter for protection. You need 

proper shelter from cold or heat and that is a priority to be prioritized by human beings. It is 

devastating to watch the sun set and dark clouds covering the sky when you have no roof over 

your head, no place to call your own to sleep, and nowhere to keep your possessions or have 

privacy as a person. I agree with the African proverb which says that the pain of a bee sting is 

known by the victim. Anyone who has never witnessed a friend or a close relative being 

homeless can never know the mental and emotional sufferings, tensions and fear it bears for not 

having a roof over your head. Homelessness is not by choice, it can be caused by traumatic 

changes in life, landlords, relationships, government and can be solved by attention and 

intervention of community and government. 

The reasons for homelessness are varied and complex. Many homeless persons have 

experienced an extraordinary and possibly traumatic change in their lives, such as loss of 

employment, a medical crisis that has drained personal resources, or a deep loss of death in the 

family. It is true that “No matter the event that the ‘trigger’, whatever has happened was 

something not within their control and ultimately led to their homelessness” (Shewell).  We have 

people who have college degrees and have been laid off but are homeless now because they are 

searching for jobs and are not available. Other folks employment has been reduced below full-
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time and because they do not own a home, they are forced to move from their apartments. The 

most disturbing part is that they are not unemployed, they work and continue to work hard at 

minimum wage jobs however, they are underemployed. Even with two part-time incomes, it is 

nearly impossible to pay for the shelter. I agree that “Homelessness is by circumstance, not by 

choice” (Scott). We have Senior Veterans who continues to struggle with the Veterans’ 

Administration in an effort to receive disability payments that they are rightfully eligible to 

receive because they are in disability as a result of their service to this country and are unable to 

support themselves. 

Landlords are making it hard for people with bad credit history issues to pay for rent. Mr. 

Levin, the Chairman of Credit.com reported that a landlord in San Francisco recently wrote 

letters to tenants that said if their FICO credit score was below 725, or made less than $100,000 a 

year, they would have to move out. This shows that good credit is increasingly linked to your 

ability to secure housing.  The National low Income Housing Coalition announced in their Out of 

Reach 2014 study that San Francisco was the most expensive rental market in the country, with a 

cost of rent that requires an individual, to earn 37.62 an hour to afford a decent two-bedroom 

rental unit at Fair Market. It is not always easy to get such a high paying job and it makes it 

difficult to afford abode which is a priority. In many areas of the US, the rental market is 

incredibly tight. It has been noted that “Competition for apartments is serious” (Levin). If you 

want a roof over your head it is more important than ever to make sure your credit is as strong as 

it can be. Landlords check your credit using services like First Advantage, core Logic, Safe Rent 

and Tenant Data Services.  If you can afford to it, in many markets, “landlords require you to pay 

three months’ to a year’s rent paid in advance” (Levin) to get a rental application approved if you 
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have a bad credit. This makes it hard for people with bad credit history issues to secure a place to 

live and end by being homeless. 

Relationship breakdowns between partners, family members, or friends is the number one 

reported cause of lost accommodations. Ms. Woolley of York University Canada reported that 

marital breakdown is the key risk factor for homelessness, after divorce 40% of women are in 

worse economic circumstances and are three times as likely to live in poverty. This shows that 

“For indigenous people living on reserves, marital breakdown often meant one spouse had to 

leave putting them on homelessness risk” (Woolley).  Certain break ups or divorce are often life-

altering circumstances that contribute to homeless due to loss of combined income, legal fees 

and extra payments. In such instances women prefer to live in abusive relations so as to secure a 

living for the children.  Older women who are separated, widowed or divorced are vulnerable 

due to variety of factors that result in financial instability and finally inability to pay for their 

accommodations. 

Government has innocently participated in adding the number of people without the roof 

over their heads by evictions, when landlords calls for action without taking keen consideration 

of what will happen to the families. Finally  “All what they do is to throw all your belongings 

into trash bags and you have no idea where anything is, and you’re just trying to get your life 

together in two hours’ time(McGraw). It’s very disturbing to find yourself in such a situation 

when your whole world is put in to trash bags by the so called authority without caring! Anyone 

can be homeless, McGraw of today’s contributor reported about Ms. Griffith the winner of Miss 

Colorado the year 2011 had hard time “She watched, stunned, as sheriff’s officers, armed with an 

eviction notice, tossed all of their worldly possessions in to trash bags.” And just like that the 

young woman whose beauty and poise had put her on the path to the Miss USA crown was 
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homeless. Why doesn’t government reason sometimes? This was a person with great potential, 

all what she lacked was someone to listen to her and a little help to catch up with life. The 

government too has been interfering with homeless people interrupting there peace while they 

are hurting, it is true “Safety is a factor.”(Woolley). It is disturbing to see police shoot homeless 

people who are mentally sick, this does not fix the problem. You cannot be normal so long as 

you don’t have a roof over your head, psychologically your mind is disturbed and you can’t think 

straight. In other cases, they give them citations for small mistakes when they jay walk while 

rushing to look for jobs thus making life too hard to secure a job to afford abode. 

Homelessness is a serious issue which needs attention and intervention of community as 

a whole. Traumatic changes can be solved by individuals, public bodies, friends and families 

combined with hard work from the individuals or families in trouble. I agree that “If everybody 

gives a little, nobody would have to give a lot; one donation can make a difference” (Scott). As a 

community we are aware of what is going on because these people are our relatives, friends we 

know for long, others are our church members, schoolmates and in general they are people we 

have shared life together and  we owe a duty to care. It is important to note that “Every dollar 

counts” (Scott), if we can extend a hand and raise funds as friends, families, church members, 

and community in general we can make difference to these lives. Any form of contribution can 

be of great help even if it’s accommodating someone for a night or two as they get their life 

together. We can have fundraisings by sending messages to friends and relatives then we gather 

together in one seating and give whatever we have to the affected families or pay rent for them. 

In other cases, we need intervention of government by creating more job opportunities to enable 

those who are unemployed to secure a position and work to pay rent.  The government too needs 



Wanyama 5 

 

to be involved and facilitate the payment for veterans’ benefits which have caused homelessness 

to many veterans who have served this nation tirelessly. 

Since government is in authority, they can cooperate with landlords and break some 

tenant rules which are making it hard for the public to afford rent. I agree that  the “Competition 

for apartment is serious, so if you want a roof over your head, it is more important than ever to 

make sure your credit score is as strong as it can” (Levin). Landlords should not base lease of 

apartments depending on credit score because you can have a bad credit but you just got a job, 

credit can be fixed later for it takes a while to repair credit history. So long as you can afford to 

pay rent you should be good to get an apartment. Judging people depending on their credit 

history while they have income is like judging a book by its cover which doesn’t work well 

sometimes. It is correct that “One of the major issues is lack of affordable housing” (Rosts).It has 

been found in research that lack of affordable housing is a major thing so the government should 

come up with fare housing for we have many people who are working and are poorly paid. Such 

people should not be homeless, there are many houses which have been neglected and such can 

be repaired and sub rented to low income earners. The landlords too are part of the community 

and they need to take time and listen to tenants sometimes. Some of them have been renting for 

several years and it is heartbreaking to be evicted because of not paying rent on time, they should 

accept payment plan to enable the tenants to catch up. It doesn’t have to be a major issue that 

breaks a relationship build for many years by letting someone to be homeless. 

Homelessness is not by choice, it can be caused by relationship breakdown. Such 

breakdowns can affect individuals mentally and emotionally and as you know a discouraged man 

is a defeated man, such moment storms brain making it hard to think straight. In such cases 

families and friends can intervene by accommodating the affected individuals for some time as 
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they catch up with life. It is hurting that “Many community members comments possess outdated 

perceptions about who is homeless in community and why” (Shewell). Some of the homeless 

people in our community are acquaintances we have known them for years, it is important we 

prioritize the priority and look for accommodation solutions for them instead of judging them. In 

some cases, “It’s distressing when you read reports that our region can’t even fund all of the 

homeless prevention programs in our community” (Scott). This is upsetting because 

breastfeeding mothers who have been battered by husbands end up being homeless because can’t 

afford abode and there are no government funds available. We should be sympathetic as friends 

and relatives and intervene to accommodate them. The government should come up with 

emergency shelters for both families and individuals, with the goal of providing not just a place 

to sleep but just also services to help those who are homeless get back to their feet. In addition to 

providing shelter, they should think of preventive measures by providing individuals and 

families with stable housing. 

The government can solve the problem of homelessness by providing shelters. The fact is 

that the “The process of applying for housing also presents a number of issues for people who 

have been homeless.” (Woolley). It has been reported that people who have been homeless 

before face barriers when applying for housing due to eviction histories, poor credit score or no 

credit, criminal records, limited rental histories, poor landlord references, and various forms of 

discrimination based on race, family composition, housing status and income source. In such 

cases the government can intervene by coming up with housing laws which can accommodate 

such people so as to cut the number from increasing. They can also rebuild houses which have 

been neglected and rent to homeless people without having to go through the usual process of 

application like anybody else since they have bad history. I agree that the  “Police officers are 
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not generally equipped to counsel and take on the effects of socioeconomic issues, which is what 

the population needs”(Woolley). The government needs to train police officers to decrease use of 

weapons to homeless people since it doesn’t fix the problem. The goal should be to increase the 

empathy, communication skills, and the ability of officers to de-escalate potentially difficult 

situation when dealing with homeless people. The community needs to be educated too through 

media how to deal with homeless people because they treat them like no body, when they see 

them near their apartments or houses, they call the police instead of listening to them and may be 

they only need food or water. This is not a police case, it’s just a matter of intervening and help 

where you can to make their life easy as they look for abode. 

As community and government we have a duty to care by treating homeless people as our 

own brothers, sisters, parents and grandparents. These are people we know and have shared life 

together at one point.  They need love and compassion and we should be there for them. The 

government should think of providing social services for homeless people in every city where 

they can call their own address. It is difficult to get a job when you have no phone number for 

potential employers to call, no address where you can receive your mail, no nice ‘interview’ 

clothing and no resume or recent references. In such offices they should be able to store 

important documents which they need for job search, they should also be able to shower and 

change their clothes, employers can also conduct them by calling the office. They can also build 

their resumes in those offices. Those offices too should provide trainings which they need to be 

competent on job markets. They can also receive psychological services because it is 

traumatizing not to have a roof over your head. They can also be able to get bus schedules 

through those offices to enable them look for jobs. Lack of income is the main source of 

homelessness and if the government can create job opportunities, the number of homelessness 
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can reduce. Also the new congress and the administration should consider steps to extent benefits 

and access to health care for homeless folks. College students like Chaffey College can make 

history in this nation by prioritizing the priority of abode by contributing a dollar per month or a 

quarter dollar per week to help homeless colleagues in our institution to secure an 

accommodation. Our churches too can also intervene by collecting monthly offering towards 

homeless folks in the church. This is a call to our community and government at large to 

intervene in this issue of prioritizing the priority of abode for homelessness is the root of every 

evil. Idle mind is devils workshop and so long as we don’t get involved we will continue to have 

increased armed robberies, gang shootings, mass shootings, drug dealings and human trafficking, 

hence making the homeless situation more worse than before. It is difficult to think straight so 

long as you don’t have a roof over your head so we need to intervene for our sake and for the 

sake of this nation. Homelessness is not by choice, there are factors that cause it and can be 

solved by attention and intervention of community and government. 
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