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Personalities are Limitless 

 Growing up, everyone goes through different situations and experiences that eventually 

sum up the unique people we are as adults. Some grow up in the lap of luxury in a home that 

others can only dream of with gourmet food and a room that would make many green with Envy. 

While others may not be as fortunate, barely getting by with what they have and having to share 

one room with four other people. Rainbow Rowell, Eleanor & Park, the novel is set in the mid 

80’s in Omaha, Nebraska with some very relatable people. There are many characters that are 

introduced into the novel, however there are a few that stand out because they are so relatable 

that readers instantly build a connection and see themselves in the characters. While reading this, 

I was able to relate to a few of the characters for varying reasons such as their personality traits, 

interests or even how they act when it comes to decision making. Some moments with each 

character were so relatable that I would have to take a break from reading because I would start 

to feel nostalgic and think about how what I was reading was so similar to something that I had 

experienced in my own life. The excitement of wondering what would happen next is what 

would get me out of my reminiscing to continue reading. The four characters that I chose to write 

to were ones that had captured my attention since the beginning. Park, Eleanor, Park’s mother 

Mindy, and Eleanor’s step-dad Richie are the character. Park and Eleanor are two teenagers that 

fell in love with each other and has many similar interest that bonded them together. They also 

cared for one another very deeply and seems like they would die for the other but it may be just a 



Peraza	  2	  
	  

young love speaking for them. Park’s mother Mindy is similar to my own mom like she came 

from outside the United States, cares very deeply for her children and wants the best for them. 

Finally, Richie which is the evil step dad, he has no sympathy for those around him and is an 

alcoholic but the way he acts is what I have seen before among my other friends.  
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Sup Park, 

 So you had a pretty rough year from what I heard. I can see you are still hung up on 

Eleanor ever since she left but that is ok though. It is first love that you will never forget which is 

something I went through. My heart break was not like yours since all you did was said goodbye 

and never heard from her again. For me though it ended in a heated argument which was our 

final goodbye. Even though it is tough to get over it just never forget the good times that you two 

went through. She was the love of your life at the time and you didn’t care what she looked like 

in another person eyes but your own. You said “Eleanor was right: She never looked nice. She 

looked like art, and art wasn't supposed to look nice; it was supposed to make you feel 

something” (165). Imagine if she hears that description though, she would give you a weird look. 

She was not always that open with you in the first place so you have to remember that. 

 The way you fought Steve for Eleanor was cool but a little overboard as well. You really 

did go Kung-Fu on him though which was awesome. It was like some fight scene in a movie 

with Bruce Lee. Knocking his teeth out was a bit much, like come on man we all want our 

normal teeth with us. You know how much dental is these days… a lot I tell you. Eleanor is great 

and all but does not mean you can threaten your own brother though. Like that was way out of 

line, your exact quote was "If I ever hear you call her that again, I'll kill you. I'll literally kill you. 

I'll go to jail for the rest of my life, and it'll break Mom's heart, but I will. Kill. You” (101). 

Whoa dude you need like a chill pill after that threat but you are all good now. Like I said before 

first love makes us do some crazy stuff. Even though she is gone there are plenty of fish in the 

sea. Just do not let this girl get to much in your head and affect the way you feel about all of your 

future girlfriends. It can end in a disaster because you will always be on alert to keep your guard 
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up like Eleanor. Then they will notice that you do not care for the relationship that miuch which 

will eventually end in a heart break. So be careful. 

 

Your good Pal, 

 

 

Jose Peraza 
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Hey Eleanor,  

 So Park has been upset ever since you left. I have kept an eye on him to make sure he has 

not done anything that he will regret. The least you can do is write him back at least. I mean the 

both of you were crazy in love with each other. You did say “I don’t like you, Park I… think I 

live for you” (111). At this point I don’t even know if you meant it then or just saying it to him. 

You two had so many interest with music and the comic books you guys read. That was the 

connection of love I saw, something I would have wanted for myself. In all I can understand 

though since for your mature mind you thought none of it as young love. That was why when 

you left you had to completely end it knowing long distance would not have worked. You should 

have at least told him the reason though. Keeping your feelings all to yourself is not the way to 

go or else your feelings will eat you alive. You should have told him all the bad stuff that was 

happening to you at school all those times. “It wouldn't do any good to tell him that she hadn't 

been that girl at her old school. Yeah, she'd been made fun of before. There were always mean 

boys—and there were always, always mean girls—but she'd had friends at her old school” (89). 

If you were to tell Park that exact thing to him then maybe he would have helped you out. You 

should not assume something from someone without giving them a chance. 

 Now that you are at your new school just be better than you were here. Make friends and 

don’t be as sarcastic as you were towards Park unless you want to be alone again. You are a great 

person and anyone would be lucky to be friends with you so in all I wish you the best of luck 

over there. 

Your good friend, 

Jose Peraza 
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Dear Mrs. Sheridan, 

 You are the type of mother that reminds me of my own mom. She was always caring for 

her own children and she was not from the United States. So the adjustment she had to go 

through was very tough but she was always family oriented. She always catered to our family 

need whether it be all our problems at school, friends, or our own family. She was straight on not 

making the family not argue. A lot of people see it as well, Eleanor said that “She told herself 

that Park's family must be decent people because they'd raised a person like Park. Never mind 

that this principle didn't hold true in her own family” (160). That says it all how much of a caring 

mother Park is lucky to have. Your whole family takes care of each other and grows by each day 

because you raise them that way. Park may be a mama’s boy, but who cares? I am the same 

towards my mom to and that I am the closest one to. You are lucky though since not everyone 

can have a well enough family to go home to. Eleanor said, “It was weird to come home and see 

her mom, just standing in the kitchen, like… like normal. She was making soup, chopping 

onions. Eleanor felt like crying” (18). That itself says that it was out of the norm to see her 

family being normal.  

 Park is going to have many friends in the future so make sure you at least treat everyone 

nice and not judge a book by their cover like with Eleanor. Like she turned out great once you 

got to know her. Her situation is not ok at her house, but even so treat every friends of your 

children as your own. They will come to you if Park is ever in trouble or ask you for help 

because you are like a mom to them. So please continue to treat everyone nice. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jose Peraza 
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Dear Richie, 

 I have no idea how you ended up like this, but you should change your attitude if you 

really want to keep those that you care about. The whole neighborhood knows you are a sketchy 

dude. Even Jaime Sheridan, Park’s father, know how bad you are since he grew up here as well.  

He said to Eleanor “I know that your stepdad isn’t an easy man to be around…And I’m just 

saying, you know, that if it’s easier to be over here, then you should just be here. That would 

make Mindy and me feel a lot better, okay?” (209). I don’t know what you did to get that 

reputation but you are the talk of the neighborhood. Were you the bully at your old high school 

and took kids lunch money every day. You could have also joined a gang for a while which you 

may or may not still be in.  

You could be a better person, but it can take time. Work on your anger issues as a start. 

Eleanor was scared of you that when she came home one day she thought to herself “And if 

Richie had been inside waiting for her, maybe she would have dropped to her knees and begged 

him to let her stay. Maybe she would have said anything he wanted her to” (154). She has been 

like that ever since you kicked her out but look what happen now though. You lost everyone that 

was once there. If you had the courage to change your act you can get a better job, move 

somewhere else and start a new life. It beats staying here where rumors arise from everyone. So 

change it if you ever want people to truly care about or just stay the same. Your choice. 

From,  

 

 

Jose Peraza 



Peraza	  8	  
	  

These character that I chose, Park, Eleanor, Park’s Mother Mindy, And Richie, showed 

the ways they interact with one another. Park and Eleanor showed love and compassion towards 

each other where they say that they will live for one another. Even if those words may have 

come from a young teenage heart they were enough to relate when I was back in high school as 

well. Mindy is a mother that cares deeply for her family and looks for what is best for them. 

Richie is not the best person to be around since his interactions with others can make you 

frightful. Rainbow Rowell, Eleanor & Park, shows us all the different personalities that took 

place in this small neighborhood in Omaha, Nebraska. The fights and love each character faced 

till the end and how each one reacted to the situation. Park showed me a side of someone in love 

and is willing to go the extra mile to make her happy. Eleanor was like myself along the way, 

being sarcastic to hide away our true feelings. Mindy, just like my mom, cared deeply for me and 

judge friends that I hanged out with but learn to accept them since they were all people. Richie 

had anger issues that needed to be controlled, he was the person that no one wants to be when 

they grow up since it is a lonely path. The book showed me how fictional characters can show 

me the different personalities that relate to my life.  These characters specifically all needed to 

work on their own downfall since it can hurt those people around them and then leaving them 

being lonely.  
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